FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherlands

Date: Monday 20th of May 2019
Excursion: Texel “Bird island”

Guide: Pim

Around 9 o’clock | met John from Arizona (USA) at the trainstation of Den Helder. We drove in about
ten minutes to the modern ferry to Texel. It was a bit misty, but at least it was not raining.

The ferry brought us in about 20 minutes to the “Bird island” of Texel. We started the tour with a
great bird(species). On a field we saw a big group of about 20 Dotterel.

“The dotterel is a brown and black streaked bird with a broad white eye-stripe and an orange-red
chest band when in breeding plumage. The female is more colourful than the male. The bird is tame
and unsuspecting and the term "dotterel" has been applied contemptuously to mean an old fool”.

(Source: Wikipedia)

Each year you can find some Dotterels on Texel on their way to their breeding grounds in the North
of Scandinavia. It’s a rare bird in The Netherlands, just passing by. In the air we heard and saw a
singing Sky lark.



Dotterel — Texel.




Dotterel — Texel.

From here we drove to a few nature reserves on the Waddensea-coast (inland). Here we saw many
nesting Common terns and even the smaller Little terns (nesting). You can easily recognize them by
their size and yellow beak. Eurasian spoonbill were also present, adult and juvenile.

On a next stop at “Ottersaat” we saw one Ruff, a Common sandpiper, Rudy turnstones, Pied avocets,
Common shellducks with chicks, they are really awesome!



We saw Greylag goose, Brant goose, but also Barnacle goose with chicks. The Egyptian goose is
pretty common on the island and in The Netherlands.

During the winter Texel is packed with thousands of Brant geese, but we still managed to see a few
hundred.
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Little tern & Pied avocet — Texel.

Eurasian spoonbill (juvenile) — Texel.



Eurasian spoonbill - Texel.

Pied avocet — Texel (no comment).




We visited a bird hide, from the garden next to it we heard the loud song of a Icterine warbler, also
some European greenfinches were present.

On a nearby field we saw a group of Bar-tailed godwits. On a fence we saw a Meadow pipet and a
Northern wheatear.

Meadow pipet — Texel.

Northern wheatear — Texel.
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Bar-tailed godwit — Texel.

We also saw Common ringed plover & Little ringed plover, the later with a yellow eyering.

From the “Waddendyke” we saw on the “Waddensea” a few Great crested grebes and a group of
Common eider. We saw many foraging House martins and Sand martins.

We also saw many Barn swallows and Comon swifts today.






Sandwich tern — Texel.

At a nature reserve called “Wagejot” we saw the first Red knots & Grey plovers of the day. There
was also a big colony of Sandwich terns.

Our next stop was at “Utopia”. Again many birds like Pied avocet, Common redshank, Bar-tailed
godwit, Dunlin, Grey plover and Eurasian oystercatcher. Also we saw on different places Eurasian
spoonbills with it’s typical beak.

On a look over the Waddensea we saw thousand of birds, it’s a very important feeding area for over
a million of birds!









Pied avocet — Texel.



Eurasian spoonbill - Texel.



= -~ Bar-tailed godwit — Texel.



Bar-tailed godwit — Texel.

We drove to the most northern part of Texel near the light house and from here we went to the
Western part of the island, with it’s wonderful dunes.

We saw many new birdspecies here like Stonechat, Common whitethroat and we saw a male and
female Northern wheatear. From viewing point we saw many Grey plovers and Common eider ducks
with chicks. A Western marsh harrier was hunting above the terrain.

Do o

Common eider — Texel.



Northern lapwing — Texel.

We went to a next stop that was excellent for birds, we saw many new birdspecies for the day like a
pair of Garganey, Common greenshank, Mew gull and Greater black backed gull.

John had one request, he liked to see his first Bluethroat. We were lucky one male was singing loud
and showing well.



Bluethroat — Texel.

Western marsh harrier — Texel.

Our last stop of the day was at the “Mokbaai”, from the dunes we heard species like Common
nightingale, Common chiffchaff, Willow warbler and Lesser whitethroat. Also a pair of Common
linnet were present.

You can spend days on Texel, but it was now time to catch a ferry back to the mainland.
We managed to “catch” the following birdspecies on this full day of birdwatching:

Brant goose, Greylag goose, Barnacle goose, Egyptian goose, Common shellduck, Garganey, Mallard,
Gadwall, Northern shoveler, Eurasian wigeon, Tufted duck, Common eider, Common pheasant, Great
crested grebe, Eurasian spoonbill, Great cormorant, Western marsh harrier, Common kestrel,
Eurasian coot, Eurasian oystercatcher, Pied avocet, Northern lapwing, Grey plover, Little ringed
plover, Common ringed plover, Eurasian dotterel, Eurasian curlew, Bar-tailed godwitt, Black-tailed



godwitt, Rudy turnstone, Red knot, Ruff, Dunlin, Common sandpiper, Common redshank, Common
greenshank, Black headed gull, Herring gull, Lesser black backed gull, Greater black backed gull, Mew
gull, Common tern, Little tern, Sandwinch tern, Wood pigeon, Eurasian collored dove, Common
cuckoo, Common swift, Barn swallow, Sand martin, House martin, Eurasian magpie, Western
jackdaw, Carrion crow, Great tit, Sky lark, Meadow pipet, Willow warbler, Common chiffchaff, Reed
warbler, Sedge warbler, Icterine warbler, Eurasian blackcap, Lesser whitethroat, Common
whitethroat, Common starling, Common blackbird, Bluethroat, Common nightingale, Stonechat,
Northern wheatear, House sparrow, White wagtail, Blue headed wagtail, European greenfinch,
Common linnet & European goldfinch. (77 birdspecies).
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