FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherlands

Day 1

Date: 16-03-2018

Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen
Time: 8.30-16.30

Guide: Pim Julsing

I met lan at the trainstation of “Almere-Centrum”. From here we drove to the nature reserve
“Oostvaardersplassen”. During our way to the reserve we saw a lot of White wagtails, maybe just
arrived. Also a lot of Greylag goose and some White fronted goose. A Hen harrier was flying over.

We stopped at the reserve and saw lots of Red deer and even a Red fox. We saw our first Common
kestrel and Smews of the day, much more to follow. On the field also some Barnacle goose.

The next stop we saw lots of Northern pintail, Common teal and a flock of Dunlins. When we made
our first hike of the day two Whooper swan were flying over. We were lucky because most of them
left already. From the birdhide we saw Northern shoveler and some Great egret. Above the water we
saw maybe the first Sand martin of 2018.

On our surch for Stonechat we saw Reed bunting, Water pipet and a Pied wagtail. Than we drunk a
cup of coffee with a Dutch “stroopwafel”.
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Reed bunting — Oostvaardersplassen.

From here we drove back to civilication were we observe some breeding White storks, there were
plenty of them next to the local Mac Donalds. Also some Common kestrels.



White stork — Lelystad.



After the White stork experience we drove
back to the Oostvaardersplassen and stopped
at the visitor centre.

During a short walk we saw Eurasian Jay and
Great spotted woodpecker.

From a next bird hide we saw a mixed group
of Smew and Goosander. We heard a second
Cettis warbler.

From here we drove to the dyke. You could
easily see the difference in waterlevel. The
water of the big lake was much higher than in
the reserve.

During a walk we saw a group of Fieldfare and
lots of Song thrush.

We follow the dyke back to Almere. On the
water hundreds of Great crested Grebe. A
marsh harrier was hunting above the reed.

In AlImere we stopped at the Visitor centre.
Maybe due to the strong wind they close the
observation roof top.

We still manage to see some birds like the
Oystercatcher and the beautiful Pied avocet.



Pied avocet — From photo archive P.Julsing

Than we decide to drive back to the dyke and follow it a bit further. The next nature reserve is called
“Lepelaarplassen” (translation: Spoonbill lakes). For spoonbills we have to wait for some weeks. But
we heard some bearded reedling and saw lots of Common shellducks.

On the field we saw Black tailed Godwit, Common redshank and at least an adult White tailed eagle.
It was eating it’s pray.

From here we drove back to the station.
Today we managed to see and hear the following 74 bird species:

Mute swan, Whooper swan, Greylag goose, White fronted Goose, Barnacle goose, Egyptian goose,
Comon shellduck, Mallard, Gadwall, Northern Pintail, Northern shoveler, Eurasian wigeon, Common
teal, Common pochard, Tufted duck, Smew, Goosander, Great crested crebe, Great cormorant, Great
egret, Grey heron, White stork, White tailed eagle, Common buzzard, Common kestrel, Hen harrier,
Western marsh harrier, Water rail, Eurasian coot, Eurasian oystercatcher, Pied avocet, Golden plover,
Northern lapwing, Dunlin, Common redshank, Black tailed godwit, Black headed gull, Herring gull,
Lesser black backed gull, Great black backed gull, Mew gull, Wood pigeon, Stock dove, Great spotted
woodpecker, Meadow pipet, Water pipet, White wagtail, Pied wagtail, Sand martin, Dunnock, Robin,
Song trush, Redwing, Field fare, Common blackbird, Cettis warbler, Common chiffchaff, Winter wren,
Great tit, Blue tit, Northern willow tit, Long tailed tit, Bearded reedling, Eurasian nuthatch, Short toed
treecreeper, Eurasian magpie, Eurasian jay, Western jackdaw, Carion crow, Common starling, House
sparrow, Common chaffinch, European goldfich and Common reed bunting.

Also: Red deer, Roe deer, Konik horse and Heck cattle.



Great crested grebe — Markermeer - Flevoland.



FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherlands

Day 2

Date: 17-03-2018

Excursion: Texel “the bird island”
Time: 9.00-16.30

Guide: Pim Julsing

On the second day | met lan at the small trainstation of Den Helder. We drove in about ten minutes
to the harbour and took a ferry to the “bird-island” of Texel. The weather was rough, freazing cold
and very windy. In the morning it was even snowing.

From the ferry we saw a Common seal and a group of Common eiders.

We first stop at a place were a Common crane was seen for the last two days, but it flown away for
the winter conditions.

We started the Texel tour at the lovely town of
Oudeschild, We saw some Redwing closeby.

In the nature reserve Ottersaat we saw lots of
Dunlins, Pied avocet and Oystercatcher.

We saw on different places hundreds of Dark
bellied brent goose. Also groups of Greylag
goose, Barnacle goose and White fronted goose.

The nature reserve Wagejot was for a part
frozen. Here we saw a group of Red knots, still in
winter plumage. Also some Bar tailed godwit.

We drove to the lighthouse in the North of the
island. It was to windy to walk on the beach.




Red knot — Wagejot — Texel.

Lighthouse Texel.



Than we visit the Bird information centre and had lunch in a pancake house.

After this we visit the western parts of the Island.

On a field close to the “Oorsprongweg” we saw Lapland longspurs and Sky larks walking on the
ground. | was just telling that this part will be good for Stonechats and suddenly two individuals
appears!

Common pheasant — Texel.

From a viewing point we saw: Grey plover, Nothern pintail, Eurasian wigeon, Eurasian curlew, Dunlin
and Common redshank. We skip the hike in the Slufter because of the storm.




Next to the “Muyweg” we found some beautiful Horned lark! And on different spots on the island we
saw groups of Fieldfare.

Fieldfare — Texel.

Our last stop was at the Mokbaai, it was lowtide so the birds were far away. We discovered a Snow
bunting next to the road.

Snow bunting — Texel.



Black tailed godwit — Texel.



Common redshank — Texel.



Unless the Siberian winter conditions we have seen and heard the following 63 birdspecies:

Mute swan, Greylag goose, Barnacle goose, White fronted goose, Dark bellied brent goose, Common
shelduck, Egyptian goose, Mallard, Gadwall, Northern pintail, Northern shoveler, Eurasian wigeon,
Common teal, Common Pochard, Tufted duck, Common eider, Common pheasant, Great crested
crebe, Great cormorant, Eurasian coot, Eurasian Oystercatcher, Pied avocet, Common ringed plover,
Little ringed plover, Grey plover, Golden plover, Northern lapwing, Red knot, Dunlin, Sanderling,
Ruddy turnstone, Common redshank, Black tailed godwit, Bar tailed godwit, Eurasian curlew, Ruff,
Herring gull, Lesser black backed gull, Black headed gull, Wood pigeon, Stock dove, Eurasian collared
dove, Sky lark, Horned lark, Meadow pipet, White wagtail, Robin, Stonechat, Redwing, Fieldfare,
Song trush, Common blackbird, Blue tit, Common chaffinch, Eurasian jay, Eurasian magpie, Western
jackdaw, Common starling, Carion crow, House sparrow, Common reed bunting, Snow bunting and
Lapland longspur.

In two days of birding (Oostvaardersplassen & Texel) we managed to see and hear 92 birdspecies!
lan, | hope you enjoyed your two full days of birding.

Thanks for choosing:

FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherlands

Best regards,

Pim Julsing



