FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherlands

Date:31st of October and 1st of November 2018
Excursion: Province of Flevolag@he Netherlands
Guide: Taco & Pim

Driver:Mink

Day 1 31st of October 2018
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- Lepelaarplassen

- Oostvaardersplassen

- Oostvaardersdijk

- Farmland part othe township of Zeewolde
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hotel in the city of Almere. We drove through the city towards the dyke. All this land is reclaimed in
1968. Beforethisitwasalargey t YR f1 1S YR 0ST2NB (KS moponQa i

The fresh water attracts lots of overwintering ducks. We stopped at a good spot for overwintering
birds. We saw hundreds of Tufted ducks and Common pochards. Closeby we found a rare inland
visitor,a Velvet scoter! It was a beautiful adult male.
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the far north of Europe and Asia west of the Yenisey basin.The genus name is derived from Ancient

Gre&k melas "black" and netta "duck". The species name is from the Latin fuscus "dusky brown".

(Source: Wikipedia)

Velvet Scoterg Almere.
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Meadow pipets, Greylag geese and White fronted geese were flying over.



Our next stop was at a small lake next to the dyke. Here were tree species of swan present:. Mute
agl ys . SganhdWhoaper swart. The last two are only overwintering in the area.
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top we saw a Northern goshawk. From the reedfields we heard Bearded reedlings.
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We also heard our first Cettis warbler. This species was really rare in the area 10 years ago but due to
a warmer climate they start breeding more northly.

Wefollowed the dyke to the north, big groups of Starlings were flying over. Also we heard migrating
Skylarks. On the dyke we saw at least 8 hoovering Common kestrels, there is a lot of food around.

We stopped at a parking place and we were lucky; a adulté/Nhiled eagle was sitting in top of a
dead tree. This magnificant bird starts breeding in this area 11 years ago, the first for the
bSGKSNIFYyRad LGIQa yAOlYylFYS A& FteAy3d medr2 NJ 0 SOl dza

And we were lucky agaia rare Rough legged buzzard was flying over really closeby. This raptor
comes from the north and overwinters in the area.

G ¢ KS -INggetrBugzard (Buteo lagopus), also called the réeghed hawk, is a mediwharge
bird of prey. It is found in Arctand Subarctic regions of North America and Eurasia during the
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(Source: Wikipedia)






Common ternc Almere.
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White tailed eaglec Oostvaardersplasseq Lelystad.

We continued following the dykand stopped at another parking place. Here we drank a cup of
coffee or tea. We saw a Mew gull and Great cormorant flew over.

We made a short walk to a bird hide (or blind). We saw a Reed bunting, Blue tits and Great tits.

From the swamps we heard the tiircctive call of the Waterrail. A Great spotted woodpecker flew
over. Some people of the group heard Bearded reedlings (or Bearded tits)

Common Kestret Lelystad.



Our next stop was at the visitor centre were we had an extensive lunch with soup aandi it
naturally Dutch cheese.

Redwings flew over and House sparrows were looking for food around our table.

Redwingg Oostvaardersplasseq Lelystad.
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shorebird were attracted to the area. From the birdhide we saw a Spotted redshank, Black tailed
godwit, Ruff, Dunlin and many Pied avocets.

Pied avocet, Common teal & Northern lapwirggOostvaardersplasseq Lelystad.

At this hotspot we saw also hundreds afm@mon teal and Northern shoveler, also some Common
shellducks.

Next to the path to the bird hide we saw: Song trush, Goldcrest, Common blackbird and we heard the

call of a Short toed tree creeper!
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We also saw a gorgeous male Stonechat and a male Greenfinch.

A bit further we saw a big flock of fieldfares, just arrived from Scandinavia.

From a blind we saw about five Water pipets,amrwintering species in the Netherlands.

Q
Water pipet¢ Oostvaardersveld; Lelystad.
On the water some Northern pintails, Northern shovelers and Common teal.

It was time to go to our last stop, some farmfields on our way back to Almere.



