FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherands

Date: 30th of may 2022 & $bf may 2022
Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen & Haarlem and surroundings.

Guide: Pim

Day 1

Around 8 am | met Dawn at the tiny trainstation of Almere Centrum. From this point we drove in
o2dz2i mp YAydz2iSa G2 (GKS a2dziKaiARS 2F GKS ylI GdzNBS
GbSg [Weyrade @walk of about two hours and saw pjeot birds!

On the field the most common bird was the Greylag goose, we saw hundreds of them. In this group
also some Barnacle geese, Egyptian geese andlaeBded goose.

We walked next to a reed field and heard and saw many warblers, every few mingitesard and
sometimes saw a Marsh warbler, but also Reed warblers & Sedge warblers. A very loud song belongs
G2 GKS /SGGAQAa oI NbfSN) gK2 fA@Sa Y2ad 2F KA&a GAY

High in the air we saw Common swifts, Barn swallows and House martirise Qround we saw the
most famous birdspecies of the reserve; the White tailed eaglénamature bird. His nickname is
GFEte@AYy3 R22NEX 0SOFdzaS Ai6Qa ¢gAy3AalLly A& | o2dzi wd



Egyptian goose Oostvaardersplassen.

FrovY 0 KS &alLl ( QNfEst Birasiah spoonbil & thé daywandalso the elegant Pied
avocet. Gadwall were present in large numbers and also a p@iomimon shelduck. At the horizon
we saw hundreds of Red deer.
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White tailed eagleg Oostvaardersplassen.

N

European goldfinclg Oostvaardersplassen.



We walked back through the woods, we saw Common whitethroat. At the start of the excursion we
heard the destinctive song of a Lesser whitethroat. Four Eurasian jays showed well in tfi@top o
tree and a Great spotted woodpecker flew ovBmging Common chiffchaffs and Willow warblers
were common and also we heard half a dozen Eurasian blackcaps. Common buzzards were flying
over. Another bird whick showed pretty well was the Garden warbler!

‘

Garden warblerg Oostvaardersplassen.

Common chaffinch, Common linnet and Winter wren were present and on the path we saw
Hawfinch.
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the help of its swng beak with accompanying jaw muscles. Its jaw muscles exert a force equivalent
to a load of approximately 3y 1 3% ¢ Kdza AdG OFy oNBI]1 GKNRdAdAK K.

Source: Wikipedia.

Garden warblerg Oostvaardersplassen.




Fromthe rooftop of the visitors centre we watched two juvenile Red foxes. We also saw Eurasian
oystercatchers.

From here we drove to the dyke to the northern part of the nature reserve. At our first stop at the
dyke we saw another immature White tailed eagle.

White tailed eaglec Oostvaardersplassen.

Later we made a hike to a birdhide next to the dyke. Near the car we saw Tufted duck, Great crested
grebe and White wagtail. The walk we made was packed with birds, one of the most beautiful bird
we saw was the Blubtoat, he gives away a great show!

But we also saw Reed bunting@mmon cuckoos and from the hide our first Western marsh harrier
of the day. In the Oostvaardersplassen are at least 60 nests.
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Barn swallowg Oostvaardersplassen.



Common tern¢ Oostvaardersplassen.



Bluethroat ¢ Oostvaardersplassen.

Common chiffchaf; Oostvaardersplassen.

From the dyke we drove to the (closed) visitor centre at the north side cdirtb@ A common

redstart was showing well in al different positions. We also saw a juvenile Common redstart.
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saw a family of Blackcaps and a Spotted flgloat very shortly.
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lot. So we give it a try. And we were extremely lucky. The Little bittern was calling but we also heard

the Great bittern and later weasv it also flying!

28 KSFNR FyR alg GKS {I@AQa ¢l NDfSNIFYyR alg Fy2i
female, most of them are also grey.
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Common redstart; Oostvaardersplassen.
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Common cuckoo (female) Oostvaardersplassen.



Common redstart; Oostvaardersplassen.



Barn swallowg Oostvaardersplassen.




Marsh warbler¢ Oostvaardersplassen.
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Small tortoiseshelk, Oostvaardersplassen.




White tailed eaglec Oostvaardersplassen.
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Reed buntingg Oostvaardersplassen.



In about five minutes we drove to another parking place were we made another hike. We started at
I aalLRGOGSNE KAff D | SNB 6 S ducks forlthe daylistAike & 2F [/ 2YY
Northern shoveler, Common pochaattd we also saw 3 Rudy shellducks.

From another bird hide we saw a rare bird in this reserve; the Red backed shrike!

& w Datked shrikes are slightly larger, but slimmer, than house sparrowsadlaés unmistakable

with a bluishgrey head, black mask, bright chestnut back and thick hooked black bill. Shrikes like to
perch prominently on the tops of bushes, fence posts and telephone wires, where they have a good
view of potential prey. ltems cabgare then taken to a larder where they are impaled on a thorn or
gSRASR AY | F2N] éo

Source: RSPB, UK.

Common raverg, Oostvaardersplassen.



Barn swallowg Oostvaardersplassen.



Western marsh harrieg, Oostvaardersplassen.

Our last stop was a viewing point. We saw some Red foxes and a female Stonechat.
We also saw a pair of Whooper swan, extremely rare in may in the Netherlands!

On our ride back to the station we saw two Roe deer.



Malacosoma neustrig Oostvaardersplassen.
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Barnacle goose, Egyptian goose,-Beaded goose, Greylag goose, Mute swan, Whooper swan,

Common shelduck, Rudy shelduck, Northern shoveler, Gadwall, Mallard, Common paciftedi,

duck, Common swift, Common cuckoo, Wood pigeon, Eurasian collared dove (just Reeat),

pigeon,Water rail (just heard), Common moorhen (just heard), Common coot, Great crested grebe,
Eurasian oystercatcher, Pied avocet, Northern lapwing, Blea#ldd gull, Lesser black backed gull,

Hering gull, Common tern, Great cormorant, Eurasian spoonbil, Little bittern, Great bittern, Grey

heron, Great egret, Western marsh harrier, White tailed eagle, Common buzzard, Great spotted
woodpecker, Red backed ke, Eurasian jay, Western jackdaw, Eurasian ma@aigon crow,
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Eurasian blackcap, Garden warbler, Lesser whitethroat (just heard), Common whitethroat, Winter

wren, Short toed treecreeper, Common starling, Blackbird, Song trush, Spotted flycatcher,

Bluethroat, Nightingale, Common redstart, Stonechat, House spaBownock, White wagtalil,

Hawfinch, Common chaffinch, European greenfitfiiropean goldfinch, Common linnet and Reed

bunting.

Also: Red deer, Roe deer, Konik horse, Red fox & Hedd catt

FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherlands




Day 2
Around 8 am | met Dawn at her hotelAmsterdam and from this point we drove in about half an
K2dzNJ 12 GKS yYEXEZEFYENLIE WRE B LEAKXRNI yOSY t I Nyl aaal

From the car we already saw a small breeding colonie Sand martins and heard lots of Nightingales

and Common whitethroats. Dimg our morning walk the sky was filled with the song of Wood larks.

We saw many Rabbits and a Red fox (again!). We also saw our third deer species, some Fallow deer.
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saw was the Great crested grebat we also saw the beautiful Black necked grebe (Dawn find it!).

There were many birds around the lake like Lesser whitethroat, Grashopper warbler and many
Common linnets. We also saw a Stonechat male with enijie.

Rabbit¢ National park Zuidkennemerland.
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Amsterdam. The eveurprising expanse of dunes, from country estates along the outer edge,

through ruggeddunes towards the North Sea beach, is the habitat of countless special animals and
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Source: National park Zuklennemerland.






Fallow deer- National park Zuidkennemerland.

Northern lapwing- National park Zuidkennemerland.

Black necked grebeNational park Zuidkennemerland.



Little grebe- National park ZuieKennemerland.






National park ZuidKennemerland.



Southern Marshorchid - National park ZuidKennemerland.

Common blue National park Zuidkennemerland.




National park ZuidKennemerland.
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Nationaal Park

' Zuid-Kennemerland

Strandslag Parnassia

We look over the North sea, which is pretty quiet. Lots of Common terns flew over. We drove to our
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Common redshank Spaarndam.

Common shelduck & Pied avocetSpaarndam.



Reed bunting; Spaarndam.

Common coot; Spaarndam.

At this small nature reserve we found lots of Common redshanks, Pied avocets andranbétie
plover. Also a Common sandpiper walks close to the water. Common tern & Black headed gulls had
chicks and also we saw Pied avocet & Common shelducks with chicks!



Pied avocet; Spaarndam.
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in the air we heard singing Sky larks.

From the hide we saw a female Western marsh harrier, lots of Common shelducks and Common
pochards. From the reed singing Reed warblers, Mars warbler and Sedge warbler, andeagai
found a gorgeous Bluethroat!

Two Little ringed plovers showed themselves pretty good. We also saw four Eurasian spoonbills.

A Northern goshawk was flying over and we saw Common buzzards. Again we saw Common
redshanks, Pied avocets and Common linnets.



Little ringed plover¢ Spaarnwouderplas.



Reed bunting (femalej Spaarnwouderplas.

Common shelduck Spaarnwouderplas.

We left and our next stop was at another bird hide. Just before it we saw some White storks. From
the blind we finally saw abodifty Black tailed godwits, the national bird of The Netherlands!
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White stork & Western jackdavg Spaarndam.






Ournext stop was spectacular, we visited a colony of Eurasian spoonbils close to the city of Haarlem.
We saw adult birds flying over and feeding their chicks on their nest!

Eurasian spoonbilt Haarlem.
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spoonbill family Threskiornithidae. The genus name Platalea is from Latin and means "broad",

referring to the distinctive shape of the bill, and leucorodia is from Ancient Greek leukerodios

"spoonbill", itelf derived from leukos, "white" and erodios "heron”. In England it was traditionally
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Source: Wikipedia.



