Tour: Oostvaardersplassen morning tour.
Date: 25th of november 2017

Guide: Pim

This cold morning starts at the trainstation of Almere Oostvaarders around 8.30. It was only 2
degrees celcius so pretty cold, but the sky was very clear. I'll guided this friendly British couple for the
second time this year and they brought their old neighbour with them.

Our first stop was at “the grote

praambult”. From a far distance we
saw an adult White tailded eagle not
far away from their nest.

A late Western marsh harrier was
flying over the reedfields.

Groups of Redwings and Common

| chiffchaffs were flying to the south.

We saw to Whooper swans flyng
over and landing in the area. This is
a overwintering bird in the
Netherlands from Russia and
Finland.

Our first fox of the day was walking
over the frozen ground, maybe
looking for some food.

During our ride to this first stop we
saw six Roe deer on a field.



Our next stop was at the visitor centre. From here we made a walk for a couple of hours to a big bird
hide. During this walk we got some good views of Common reed buntings and the even more
beautiful Bearded reedlings.




Mute swan — Oostvaardersplassen.

We saw a couple of Mute swans and some Tufted ducks. In flocks of Common chiffchaffs we find

some Bramblings, this finches come from the north of Scandinavia.
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We saw a couple of Common kestrels and Sparrow hawks, also Common buzzard shows up.

We saw Redwings, Fieldfare, Song
trushes and Meadow-and Water pipets

\ . .
just flying over.
\\

! A Great spotted woodpecker was sitting

\ \\ \ in a death tree.
\ 4 Blue tits, Great tits and Northern willow

\ tits were seen.
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Brambling — Oostvaardersplassen.



In the area lives about 800 wild “Konik” horses, this means “small horse” in Polish.
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Konikhorses — Oostvaardersplassen.

These horses are really wild and have to look for their own food and giving birth just by theirselfs.
Sometimes they are fighting and running around. They are not dangerous for humans but are very
strong animals.



Konikhorses — Oostvaardersplassen.



Konikhorses — Oostvaardersplassen.

We stopped at the large bird hide and saw amazing flocks of birds: Northern lapwings and Golden
plovers, thousands of them.
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Golden plover & Northern lapwing — Oostvaardersplassen.



From the hide we also saw different duck species like: Common teal, Eurasian wigeon, Northern
shoveler, Common pochard, Gadwall and Mallard.

We saw two foxes, one of them hunted succesfully for a Greylag goose, it was a spectacle to observe
it!!
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Red fox — Oostvaardersplassen.



We also saw the White tailed eagle again from more than three miles away. This large birds wings
are 2.20 meter wide. It’s breeding in the area for the 11th year and nowerdays there are about 10-11
breading pairs in the Netherlands. It al started in the Oostvaardersplassen!
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White tailed eagle (Right side) — Oostvaardersplassen.




Red deer —

Oostvaardersplassen.

On our way back to the visitor centre we saw a big group of Red deer!

Red deer — Oostvaardersplassen.



Red deer — Oostvaardersplassen.

From the visitor centre we drove for a few minutes to an area closeby. Here we first dronk our well
deserved cup of coffee with a “stroopwafel”. Nathan likes to see a peigrine falcon so I'll found one
for him!

Perigrine falcon — Oostvaardersplassen.



Again we saw some Whooper swans from the far north!

Whooper swan — Oostvaardersplassen.

We than walked to a bird hide full of people with cameras and hudge lenses. Suddenly a Common
kingfisher appears, it was our lucky day!
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Oostvaardersplassen.




Common kingfisher -
Oostvaardersplassen.

We hade a great morning; excellent
weather and lots of birds.

Our bonus on our way back to Almere was
a stop at a farmland field.

Here we saw the very rare Pallid harrier!
Also an Hen harrier!



Today we saw and heard these following 64 bird species:

Mute swan, Whooper swan, Greylag goose, Barnacle goose, White fronted goose, Egyptian goose, Common
shellduck, Mallard, Gadwall, Northern pine tail, Common teal, Northern shoveler, Eurasian wigeon, Common
pochard, Tufted duck, Great crested crebe, Little grebe, Common moorhen, Eurasian coot, Great cormorant,
Grey heron, Great egret, Common buzzard, Common kestrel, Eurasian sparrowhawk, White tailed eagle,
Perigrine falcon, Western marsh harrier, Henn harrier, Pallid harrier, Waterrail, Northern lapwing, Golden
plover, Green sandpiper, Herring gull, Lesser black backed gull, Black headed gull, Wood pigeon, Stock dove,
Common kingfisher, Great spotted woodpecker, Meadow pipet, Water pipet, Dunnock, Red robin, Winter
wren, House sparrow, Song trush, Redwing, Fieldfare, Common blackbird, Bearded reedling, Great tit, Blue tit,
Northern willow tit, Eurasian magpie, Eurasian jay, Common starling, Western jackdaw, Carrion crow, Common
chaffinch, Brambling, European goldfinch, Common reed bunting and also: Red fox, Roe deer, Red deer and
Konik horse.

I hope you liked the excursion, thank you for joining!



