
 

Date: Tuesday the 25th of June 2019 

Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen full day tour 

Guide: Pim 

Around 9 o’clock I met Judy & Erik at the small trainstation of “Almere Centrum”. We drove over the 

dyke to the northern part of the nature reserve “Oostvaardersplassen”. We stopped a view times at 

viewing point on the dyke and saw a few flocks of Bearded reedlings (or Bearded tits). On the lake 

many Greylag geese and a group of Ruff. 

The weather at the start of the excursion was already 25 degrees celcius and later on the day we hit 

the mid thirties (33-34 degrees celcius), very unusual for the Netherlands. We made a short hike to a 

bird hide. During this walk many warblers like : Reed warbler, Sedge warbler, Cetti’s warbler, 

Common chiffchaff and Willow warbler. And again flocks of juvenile Bearded reedlings. 

 

Bearded reedling – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

The large birdhide was occupied by many Barn swallows and on the water we saw Pied avocets and 

Common shellducks with chicks. We saw a Western marsh harrier flying over. In the air also Common 

swift, House martin and Sand martin. We heard the call of a Waterrail. Erik discovered a Black 

redstart. 

 

Pied avocet – Oostvaardersplassen. 

After this walk we drove to the visitor centre and made a short walk here. Around the car park many 

European greenfinch and also Common redstart. It took a while but than a Bluethroat shows well! 

 



 

Bluethroat – Oostvaardersplassen. 



During the walk we saw Eurasian blackcap and Garden warbler in the willow trees. We heard Great 

spotted woodpecker and saw some Winter wrens. 

We get good looks at Reed bunting, European goldfinch and Common whitethroat. Great cormorants 

flew over to their breeding colony. 

 



 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen. 

In another birdhide we drank a cup of coffee and some local applejuice together with a croissant. In 

front of the hide Barn swallows showing well and also a Northern lapwing was very colourful. 



 

Northern lapwing – Oostvaardersplassen. 

Next to the Northern lapwing we saw a Little ringed plover. On the lake Tufted duck, but also a group 

of ten Garganey. A reed bunting was posing in front of the hide. 

 

Garganey – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

 

White wagtail – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



 

 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen. 



Our next destination was another bird hide, it was a 15 minute walk to get there, did I already 

mention is was more than 30 degrees celcius. A Common kingfisher was flying over the field. 

 

Little ringed plover – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Reed bunting – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

 

Konikhorse – Oostvaardersplassen. 

In the bird hide we saw 3-4 Green sandpipers, a adult Eurasian spoonbill, Eurasian wigeon, Common 

pochard and breeding Pied avocets. 

Our next stop was on a viewing point, we saw big groups of Red deer in a distance. Beside Greylag 

goose we also saw Barnacle goose and Canada goose. 

We also saw about four Common cuckoos flying over today! 

We drove to the southern side of the nature reserve were we visited a second visitor centre. 

Here we saw Eurasian oystercatcher, Common sandpiper and Common pochard. A young (second 

year) White tailed eagle just showing itself seconds on a far away distance. In the area there are 

around 4 young White tailed eagles at the moment. 

The last hour we spend at another nature reserve. Saw lots of Great egrets and Western marsh 

harriers and also some Eurasian spoonbills. 

We saw lots of birdspecies but the last hour was really hot and many birds play hide and seek. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

White wagtail – Oostvaardersplassen. 

We managed to “catch” the following birdspecies on this hot summerday: 

Mute swan, Barnacle goose, Greylag goose, Canada goose, Egyptian goose, Mallard, Gadwall, 

Northern shoveler, Common teal, Garganey, Eurasian wigeon, Common pochard, Tufted duck, 

Common shelduck, Great crested grebe, Eurasian spoonbill, Grey heron, Great egret, Great 

cormorant, Western marsh harrier, Common buzzard, White tailed eagle, Waterrail (h), Common 

moorhen (h), Eurasian coot, Eurasian oystercatcher, Pied avocet, Northern lapwing, Little ringed 

plover, Black tailed godwit, Ruff, Green sandpiper, Common sandpiper, Black headed gull, Hering 

gull, Lesser black backed gull, Great black backed gull, Common tern, Wood pigeon, Common cuckoo, 

Common swift, Common kingfisher, Great spotted woodpecker (h), Eurasian jay, Eurasian magpie, 

Northern jackdaw, Carion crow, Blue tit, Great tit, Bearded reedling, Barn swallow, House martin, 

Sand martin, Cetti’s warbler (h), Willow warbler, Common chiffchaff, Reed warbler, Sedge warbler, 

Marsh warbler (h), Garden warbler, Eurasian blackcap, Common whitethroat, Winter wren, Common 

starling, Common blackbird, Song thrush, Spotted flycatcher, Bluethroat, Black redstart, Common 

redstart, House sparrow, White wagtail, Common chaffinch, European greenfinch, Common linnet, 

European golfinch & Reed bunting. (77 birdspecies!) 


