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	Tour date:
	25 April 2008

	
	

	Name of area visited:
	Oostvaardersplassen, marshland and mainly willow woods between the towns Almere and Lelystad in the Flevopolder in the Netherlands

	
	

	Guide(s):
	Rik Feije


	English name
	Scientific name

	great crested grebe
	Podiceps cristatus

	little grebe
	Tachybaptus ruficollis

	great cormorant
	Phalocrocorax carbo

	great bittern
	Botaurus stellaris

	little egret
	Egretta garzetta

	great white egret
	Egretta alba

	grey heron
	Ardea cinerea

	white stork
	Ciconia ciconia

	eurasian spoonbill
	Platalea leucorodia

	mute swan
	Cygnus olor

	greylag goose
	Anser anser

	barnacle goose
	Branta leucopsis

	common shelduck
	Tadorna tadorna

	egyptian goose
	Alopochen aegyptiacus

	eurasian wigeon
	Anas penelope

	mallard
	Anas platyrinchos

	gadwall
	Anas strepera

	northern pintail
	Anas acuta

	northern shoveler
	Anas clypeata

	common teal
	Anas crecca

	garganey
	Anas querquedula

	tufted duck
	Aythya fuligula

	marsh harrier
	Circus aeruginosus

	eurasian sparrowhawk
	Accipiter nisus

	northern goshawk
	Accipiter gentillis

	common buzzard
	Buteo buteo

	white tailed eagle
	Haliaeetus albicilla

	common kestrel
	Falco tinunculus

	common coot
	Fulica atra

	oystercatcher
	Heamatopus ostralegus

	avocet
	Recuvirostra avosetta

	little ringed plover
	Charadrius dubius

	northern lapwing
	Vanellus vanellus

	ruff
	Philomachus pugnax

	eurasian curlew
	Numenius arquata

	Whimbrel
	Numenius phaeopus

	black tailed godwit
	Limosa limosa

	common redshank
	Tringa totanus

	common greenshank
	Tringa nebularia

	green sandpiper
	Tringa ochropus

	common snipe
	Gallinago gallinago

	little gull
	Larus minutus

	black headed gull
	Larus ridibundus

	herring gull
	Larus argentatus

	
	

	
	

	common tern
	Sterna hirundo

	black tern
	Chilodonias niger

	wood pigeon
	Columba palumbus

	stock pigeon
	Columba oenas

	common cuckoo
	Cuculus canorus

	common swift
	Apus apus

	great spotted woodpecker
	Dendrocopos major

	lesser spotted woodpecker
	Dendrocopos minor

	sky lark
	Alauda arvensis

	sand martin
	Riparia riparia

	barn swallow
	Hirundo rustica

	meadow pipit
	Anthus pratensis

	pied wagtail
	Motacilla alba

	wren
	Troglodytes troglodytes

	hedge accentor
	Prunella modularis

	rufous nightingale
	Luscinia megarhynchos

	bluethroat
	Luscinia svecica

	northern wheatear
	Oenanthte oenanthe

	blackbird
	Turdus merula

	song trush
	Turdus philomelos

	mistle trush
	Turdus viscivorus

	savi's warbler
	Locustella luscinioides

	sedge warbler
	Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

	garden warbler
	Sylvia borin

	blackcap
	Sylvia articapilla 

	willow warbler
	Phylloscopus trochilus 

	chiffchaff
	Phylloscopus collybita

	bearded tit
	Panurus biarmicus

	willow tit
	Parus montanus

	blue tit
	Parus caeruleus

	great tit
	Parus major

	long tailed tit
	Aegithalos caudatus

	short toed treecreeper
	Certhia brachydacttyla

	common starling
	Strunus vulgaris

	eurasian jay
	Garrulus glandarius

	magpie
	Pica pica

	eurasian jackdaw
	Corvus monedula 

	carrion crow
	Corvus corone

	chaffinch
	Fringilla coelebs

	greenfinch
	Chloris chloris

	goldfinch
	Carduelis carduelis

	linnet
	Carduelis cannabina

	reed bunting
	Emberiza schoeniclus

	Total number of species
	87


Remarks about the tour:

· Jan van den Boschpad: On arrival a bluethroat was spotted in the reed. More then hundred little gulls were flying around together with three black terns. Good number of avocets and 4 eurasian wigeons were spotted on a far bank. On the second lake shovlers and great egrets were foraging. In front of the viewpoint many sedge warblers and reed buntings were singing. A couple of spoonbills came flying overhead. In front of the hill several common greenshanks and on the grassland a huge group of barnacle geese. Far away there was a goshawk perched in a tree and in the woods behind us a lesser spotted woodpecker was drumming. A white tailed eagle was spotted far away perched in a tree, it flew off but returned minutes later, got mocked by a crow and flew off again we could follow the bird in flight until it sat down in a tree again. A mistle thrush was located on the grassland. A small group of black tailed godwits in the shallow water. A red fox dashed into a group of greylag geese with their young and he managed the take one chick, a nice observation.

· Along the dike: Very nice a savi’s warbler perched high in the reed beautiful view with the scope! Also here bearded reedlings flying over the reeds, and singing sedge warblers. Lots of great cormorants going back and forth to the breeding colony. A great egret was foraging along the reed and a great bittern was heard “singing”, also here the call of a cuckoo.

·  Harderbroek: A nice flooded field with reeds and a lot of waders. Several garganey and a pair northern pintails. Many waders like; common snipe, little ringed plover, ruff, woodsandpiper, green sandpiper, common greenshank and a whimbrel. Spoonbills were foraging close by.

· During the car transport we passed a breeding white stork on a wheel and one adult was flying over the road.

· Along the cyclingpath; looking for the short toed treecreeper. Spotted a nightingale even got a glimpse on that one and several blackcaps. Eventually a good sighting of the short toed treecreeper.

· Parking lot, hill and hide; a lot of Konik horses on the right side standing near the water. Huge flock of barnacle geese and two northern wheatears on the grassland. During the walk to the hide nightingale, blackcap and an unfindable gardenwarbler singing. In the hide a white wagtail was perched on a stick close to the hide.

· Elevated stop; in a little lake a foraging little egret and a little grebe.

· Excellent birding in good weather!
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