
 

Date: 23th of June 2022 

Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen full day tour 

Guide: Pim 

Around 8.30 I met Paul at the camping “Het oppertje”  just outside the city of Lelystad. High in the 

trees we heard the distinctive call of a Haw finch.  

In about five minutes we drove to the visitor centre of the Oostvaardersplassen, part of national park 

New Land. Here we made a hike of a couple of hours. 

 

The start of the excursion was good with a very well showing pair of Common redstarts! The birds 

were looking for caterpillars to give to their chicks inside a nest box! 

After we made some pictures of this happy family we walked to the first bird hide occupied by four 

pairs of Barn swallows. This bird is coming all the way from South Africa to nest in this nature 

reserve. We saw some chicks, they were already able to fly around the hide but the parents were still 

feeding them. 

Next to the hide we saw a beautiful bird; a male Bluethroat. Some birdspecies are endangered, but 

the Bluethroat is common in water rich areas in The Netherlands. Not only the blue chest is amazing 

but also the orange tale.  

About the Bluethroat taken from the RSPB site: 

“A small robin-like bird, the male is unmistakable in spring with his bright blue throat, bordered below 

with bands of black, white and chestnut. Its central throat spot can be white or chestnut, depending 

on which subspecies you are looking at -'white-spotted' or the more numerous 'red-spotted'. They can 

be quite secretive, flicking into the cover of a bush with a flash of their chestnut tail patches”. 



 

 

Common redstart (male) – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



 

 

Common redstart (female) – Oostvaardersplassen. 



We walked through a small forest with mostly willow trees. We heard Common chiffchaff, Willow 

warbler & Cetti’s warbler. 

 

 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



 

 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen. 

Around some bridges we saw a few Sedge warblers, Reed warblers & Marsh warblers. And in a more 

open area we saw different “finches”  like European goldfinch, European greenfinch and Common 

linnet. This birdspecies overwinter in the Netherlands because they don’t depend on insects. 

The Whitethroat was very common during our hike and we also saw some Stonechats. 

From the luxurious birdhide we saw a lot of birds: the national bird of the Netherlands “Black tailed 

godwit”, Common redshanks and a lot of Ruffs! On the mud we saw fast walking Common ringed 

plovers. 

Miles away we saw our first White tailed eagle of the day, a immature bird, 2 years old. His nickname 

is “flying door”   due to his wingspan of 2.30 metres! We also find a second and third bird, also in 

flight! 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

European goldfinch – Oostvaardersplassen. 

A few Eurasian spoonbills were flying over and we also saw some Great egrets (and a few Grey 

herons). On a distance we saw at least 400-500 Red deer and a few hundred wild horses called 

“Konik horse”. 

Also some duckspecies were present like: Gadwall, Mallard, Common shelduck, Pinetail, Common 

teal, Northern shoveler, Tufted duck, Common pochard and some relatively rare Rudy shelduck flew 

over.  

On our way back we saw some Bluethroats, Common cuckoos and a Spotted flycatcher showing like a 

fotomodel, 

In the willow trees we heard many Blackcaps, but they were not easy to find today. White wagtails 

were common almos everywhere. 

 

 



 

 

Spotted flycatcher – Oostvaardersplassen. 

From here we drove to the “Oostvaardersveld”  for a second hike. We started on a viewpoint on a 

hill. We saw hunting Western marsh harriers and far away a White tailed eagle again. 



 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 

Konik horse – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



We visited another bird hide with Barn swallows all over the place. On our walk to the next hide we 

found a rare butterfly: the Purple emperor! It was a lifer for the guide (me)! 

 

 

Purple emperor – Oostvaardersplassen. 

Taken from the website butterflyconservation.org about the Purple emperor in the UK: 

“This magnificent butterfly flies high in the tree-tops of well-wooded landscapes in central-southern 

England where it feeds on aphid honeydew and tree sap. The adults are extremely elusive and occur 



at low densities over large areas. The males occasionally descend to the ground, usually in mid-

morning, where they probe for salts either from road surfaces or from animal dung. 

The Purple Emperor declined steadily during the twentieth century and is now restricted to some of 

the larger woods in southern England. There has been a recent slight re-expansion in some 

areas.Restricted to large woods in southern England where they spend much of their time in the 

treetops. Females resemble the White Admiral, but have an orange-ringed eyespot under the 

forewing”. 

 

Heck cattle – Oostvaardersplassen. 

From here we drove al the way to the southern part of the Oostvaardersplassen. Here we saw a 

Eurasian spoonbill. It was a bit quiet here due to the tropical weather, almost 30 degrees celcius. 

We took the dyke back to Lelystad and made a walk to a nearby bird hide. Here we found some birds 

again, also a wel showing Bluethroat! 

                      



 

                    



 

 

Bluethroat – Oostvaardersplassen. 

From the birdhide we suddenly saw a juvenile White tailed eagle, the mimicry was amazing! It just 

looks like a part of the tree! 

 



 

White tailed eagle – Oostvaardersplassen.



 

 

 



 

 

White tailed eagle – Oostvaardersplassen. 

Also Western marsh harriers were hunting just above the reed fields. On our way back we heard the 

“song”  of the Savi’s warbler! 



 



 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen. 

Next to the carpark at the dyke we saw two Little egrets. Our last stop at a colony for White storks 

was unfortunately not succesfull. Just blame it on the heat. 

 

Little egret – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



 

During our daytour we “catch” the following 79 birdspecies: 

Canada goose, Barnacle goose, Greylag goose, Mute swan, Egyptian goose, Common shelduck, Rudy 

shelduck, Northern shoveler, Gadwall, Mallard, Common teal, Common pochard, Tufted duck, 

Pinetail, Common swift, Common cuckoo, Feral pigeon, Wood pigeon, Stock dove, Common moorhen 

(h), Common coot, Great crested grebe, Pied avocet, Northern lapwing, Common ringed plover, Black 

tailed godwit, Ruff, Common redshank, Black headed gull, Hering gull, Lesser black backed gull, 

Common tern, Great cormorant, Eurasian spoonbill, Grey heron, Great egret, Little egret, Western 

marsh harrier, Common buzzard, White tailed eagle, Common kestrel, Great spotted woodpecker (h), 

Magpie, Western jackdaw, Carion crow, Common raven, Blue tit, Great tit, Sand martin, House 

martin, Barn swallow, Cetti’s warbler, Common chiffchaff, Willow warbler, Reed warbler, Sedge 

warbler, Marsh warbler, Savi’s warbler (h), Black cap (h), Willow warbler (h), Common whitethroat, 

Winter wren, Common starling, Common blackbird, Song thrush, Spotted flycatcher, Bluethroat, 

Common nightingale, Common redstart, Stonechat, House sparrow, White wagtail, Chaffinch, Haw 

finch (h), European greenfinch, European goldfinch, Common linnet & Reed bunting (h). 

 

Photos & text: Pim Julsing © 2022. 

 

 

 


