
 

 

 

Tour date: 22th of June 2018, Very windy, cloudy, around 14 C, short showers 8:00-13:00 

  
Name of area 
visited: 

Oostvaardersplassen, marshland and mainly willow woods between the towns Almere and 
Lelystad in the Flevopolder in the Netherlands 

  
Guide(s): Taco  

 
 

I met 2 friendly birders from New York at the Almere Oostvaarders station. The weather was not very good to go 
birding. So we decide to visit some birdhides instead of lookouts. We drove to the north part of the reserve. On the 
highway we saw our first birds: Kestrel and Common buzzard. Near Lelystad we made a short detour to see the 
nesting White storks. 
On our way to the Oostvaardersplassen we saw a large Marter species passing the road in front of the car. 
It was very dark with a yellow-white throat. We decided to determined it as a European Pine marter. 
 

 
At the visitor centre, we start our hike with rain. We take shelter and after the rain we see a lot of songbirds at one 
spot: Wren, Willow warbler, Chiffchaff, Chaffinch, Songtrush and Blue tit. 



 

 

 



 

 

When we got out of the forest we spot Bluethroat and lots of Common whitethroats. In the shelter we scan the area 
and add Black-tailed Godwitt, Avocet, Redshank, Teal, Shoveler, Barnacle geese and Marsh harrier to our list. A 
short hike to the next shelter gives us Linnet, Greenfinch, and some juvenile Common redstarts. 
On our way back we see more Common redstarts and a Robin. 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Next is a hike at the Oostvaardersveld. We hear Marsh warbler and Reed warbler but both stay out of sight because 
of the wind. Great views of Greenfinch and Goldfinch and close to the hide a Juvenile Yellow wagtail. Good to see 
that this birds is breeding here. Their numbers are declining rapidly. 



 

 

 
 
Our last stop gives us a Red fox and Northern raven, but the wind is so hard we return to the car for shelter. No 
White-tailed eagle. But we have seen many nice songbirds this morning. Satisfied we drive back to the station. 
 
 
 
 

Nederlandse naam English name 
Wetenschappelijke/Scientific 

name 
fuut great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus 

aalscholver great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
grote zilverreiger great egret Casmerodius albus 

blauwe reiger grey heron Ardea cinerea 
ooievaar white stork Ciconia ciconia 

knobbelzwaan mute swan Cygnus olor 
grauwe gans greylag goose Anser anser 

grote canadese gans canada goose Branta canadensis 
brandgans barnacle goose Branta leucopsis 
bergeend common shelduck Tadorna tadorna 



 

 

nijlgans egyptian goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 
wilde eend mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
krakeend gadwall Anas strepera 
slobeend northern shoveler Anas clypeata 

wintertaling common teal Anas crecca 
kuifeend tufted duck Aythya fuligula 

bruine kiekendief marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus 
buizerd common buzzard Buteo buteo 

torenvalk common kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
meerkoet common coot Fulica atra 

kluut avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
bontbekplevier greater ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula 

kievit northern lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
grutto black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa 

tureluur common redshank Tringa totanus 
kokmeeuw black-headed gull Croicocephalus ridibundus 

zilvermeeuw herring gull Larus argentatus 
kleine mantelmeeuw lesser black-backed gull Larus fuscus 

houtduif wood pigeon Columba palumbus 
gierzwaluw common swift Apus apus 

boerenzwaluw barn swallow Hirundo rustica 
huiszwaluw house martin Delichon urbica 

witte kwikstaart white wagtail Motacilla alba 
gele kwikstaart yellow wagtail Motacilla flava 

roodborst robin Erithacus rubecula 
blauwborst bluethroat Luscinia svecica 

gekraagde roodstaart common redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
merel blackbird Turdus merula 

zanglijster song trush Turdus philomelos 
bosrietzanger marsh warbler H Acrocephalus palustris 
kleine karekiet reed warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

grasmus common whitethroat Sylvia communis 
zwartkop Blackcap H Sylvia atricapilla  

fitis willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus  
tjiftjaf chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

pimpelmees blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus 
koolmees great tit Parus major 

boomkruiper short-toed treecreeper H Certhia brachydactyla 
spreeuw common starling Sturnus vulgaris 

gaai eurasian jay Garrulus glandarius 
ekster magpie Pica pica 
kauw eurasian jackdaw Corvus monedula  
raaf common raven Corvus corax 

zwarte kraai carrion crow Corvus corone 
huismus house sparrow Passer domesticus 

vink chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
groenling greenfinch Chloris chloris 

putter goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
kneu linnet Carduelis cannabina 

 
 
59 species, H=only heard 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


