FlevoBirdwatching

birding tfours in the Netherlands

Date: Tuesday August 21st 2018
Tour: Oostvaardersplassen Full day tour

Guide : Pim

Around 8.30 am I'll met Carrie & Stephanie from California at the small trainstation of Almere
Centrum. From here we drove to the nature reserve Oostvaardersplassen in about 20 minutes. Close
to Lelystad we saw still one adult and juvenile White stork on their big nest. On a field about 10
White storks were looking for frogs.

Our first stop was at the Oostvaardersfield. We walked to a bird hide, during this short hike we saw:
Great tit, Blue tit, Common chiffchaff and Long tailed tit. From the hide we saw lots of Barn swallows,
also nesting in the hut.

Barn swallow — Oostvaardersplassen.

Today we saw hundreds of Barn swallows but thousands of Sand martins almost everywere. Both
species are leaving soon for their trip to Africa to overwinter there. We also found a few House
martins.

Close to the hide we saw a few not very shy Red deer. They came almost in the bird hide. In the
nature reserve lives around 2000 Red deer at the moment. There was a lot to do about the mammals
in the reserve. The herd was to big for this reserve and after a wet autumn and a long winter many
died. Some people want to feed the animals and others says “it’s survival of the fittest”.

We also saw Wild horses, called Konik horse which means in Polish, small horse. And in the area lives
wild cattle called “Heck” cattle. Dead Red deer are eaten by foxes, raven and White tailed eagles.
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Red deer - Oostvaarderspla;:sen.

From the bird hide we saw many Mallards, Coots and Gadwalls. Also some Great egret and Tufted
duck. We walked to another spot and a Great spotted woodpecker was willing to pose for us.

We heard the song of a Eurasian nuthatch. We also saw European golfinches and European
Greenfinches. We heard Reed warblers and saw one Sedge warbler.

Next to the water sat a Common sandpiper and many White wagtails. We saw some Great crested
grebes, one with his babie (looks like a zebra).
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From a spotters hill we saw many, many swallows, Sand martins and Barn swallows.
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Great spotted woodpecker — Oostvaardersplassen.






And from the next bird hide close to the car we saw at least ten Little grebes, the smallest grebe of
Europe. Common linnets were drinking from the lake.

Barn swallow & Sand martin — Oostvaardersplassen.

We drove to a famous bird spot for birdwatchers and some people already found the pair of White
tailed eagle high in the air. It’s nesting in the area for the 11th year. Their nickname is flying door
because from wingtip to another it’s at least 2.20!

In the trees sat some Stock dove and we saw boats on the “Markermeer”.






Heck cattle — Oostvaardersplassen.

Our next stop was at the visitor centre. We made a short hike here good for about five Spotted
flycatchers and Common chaffinch.

From the bird hide we saw our first Pied avocet of the day, also a few Green sandpipers, Common
greenshank, Eurasian spoonbill and White wagtails.

We had our lunch close to the lake and saw some Ruffs, Western marsh harrier and other birds.
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Our next stop was a birdwatchers heaven. Due to the low water we saw thousand of shorebirds, |
mention a few: >350 Ruff, >300 Pied avocet, Common redshank, Spotted redshank, Common
sandpiper, Green sandpiper, Wood sandpiper, Curlew sandpiper, Eurasian oystercatcher, Golden
plovers and Common greenshank.

Golden plover, Northern shoveler and a Ruff — Oostvaardersplassen.

We also saw Black terns hunting above the water and hundreds of Northern shoveler. Also Canada
geese, Common shelduck and Eurasian spoonbill.

These birds also atracts lots op bird photographers, the bird hide was full of people. A red fox was
discovered and everybody moves to one blind, and.....the fox was gone.



Golden plover — Oostvaardersplassen.
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Pied avocet — Oostvaardersplassen.

From here we drove to the dyke for a short hike to another bird hide. We heard some Bearded
reedling but did not see them. We managed to find a Little ringed plover from the hide and next to
the path two Common redstarts! From the swamp we heard the call of Waterrail.

From the dyke we saw the new island build for birds called “Marker Wadden”, in some years it will
become a national park together with the Oostvaardersplassen and another nature reserve. Above
the water many Black terns and Common terns.

From this point we drove in about 15 minutes to our last stop at the second visitor centre on the
southside of the area. Here we saw at least two hunting Red foxes but also Rudy shellducks, Common
snipes and Moorhen:s.

Today we managed to see and hear the following 87 bird species:

Canada goose, Greylag goose, Barnacle goose, Egyptian goose, Mute swan, Common shellduck, Rudy
shellduck, Garganey, Northern shoveler, Gadwall, Mallard, Common teal, Tufted duck, Great crested
grebe, Little grebe, White stork, Eurasian spoonbill, Grey heron, Great egret, Great cormorant,
Western marsh harrier, Common buzzard, White tailed eagle, Common kestrel, Waterrail (heard



only), Common moorhen, Common coot, Eurasian oystercatcher, Northern lapwing, Pied avocet,
Golden plover, Little ringed plover, Eurasian curlew, Black tailed godwitt, Ruff, Curlew sandpiper,
Dunlin, Common snipe, Common sandpiper, Wood sandpiper, Common redshank, Wood sandpiper,
Spotted redshank, Common greenshank, Black headed gull, Mew gull, Herring gull, Lesser black
backed gull, Black tern, Common tern, Wood pigeon, Stock dove, Rock dove (domestica), Eurasian
collared dove, Great spotted woodpecker, Eurasian jay, Eurasian magpie, Western jackdaw, Carrion
crow, Great tit, Blue tit, Northern willow tit, Long tailed tit, Bearded reedling (heard only), Sand
martin, House martin, Barn swallow, Willow warbler, Common chiffchaff, Sedge warbler, Reed
warbler, Eurasian blackcap, Winterwren, Eurasian nuthatch, Common starling, Common blackbird,
Spotted flycatcher, Robin, Common redstart, House sparrow, White wagtail, Common chaffinch,
European greenfinch, European goldfinch, Common linnet and Reed bunting.

Red fox — Oostvaardersplassen.

| hope you enjoyed your full day of birdwatching! Best regards & Safe journey!!



