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	Tour date:
	18 August 2008

	
	

	Name of area visited:
	Oostvaardersplassen, marshland and mainly willow woods between the towns Almere and Lelystad in the Flevopolder in the Netherlands

	
	

	Guide(s):
	Rik Feije


	Nederlandse naam
	English name 
	Scientific name

	fuut
	great crested grebe
	Podiceps cristatus

	dodaars
	little grebe
	Tachybaptus ruficollis

	aalscholver
	great cormorant
	Phalocrocorax carbo

	grote zilverreiger
	great egret
	Casmerodius albus

	blauwe reiger
	grey heron
	Ardea cinerea

	knobbelzwaan
	mute swan
	Cygnus olor

	grauwe gans
	greylag goose
	Anser anser

	grote canadese gans
	canada goose
	Branta candensis

	brandgans
	barnacle goose
	Branta leucopsis

	bergeend
	common shelduck
	Tadorna tadorna

	nijlgans
	egyptian goose
	Alopochen aegyptiacus

	wilde eend
	mallard
	Anas platyrinchos

	krakeend
	gadwall
	Anas strepera

	slobeend
	northern shoveler
	Anas clypeata

	wintertaling
	common teal
	Anas crecca

	kuifeend
	tufted duck
	Aythya fuligula

	buizerd
	common buzzard
	Buteo buteo

	waterral
	water rail
	Rallus aquaticus

	meerkoet
	common coot
	Fulica atra

	oeverloper
	common sandpiper
	Actitis hypoleucos

	witgat
	green sandpiper
	Tringa ochropus

	watersnip
	common snipe
	Gallinago gallinago

	kokmeeuw
	black headed gull
	Larus ridibundus

	kleine mantelmeeuw
	lesser black backed gull
	Larus fuscus

	houtduif
	wood pigeon
	Columba palumbus

	holenduif
	stock pigeon
	Columba oenas

	gierzwaluw
	common swift
	Apus apus

	grote bonte specht
	great spotted woodpecker
	Dendrocopos major

	boerenzwaluw
	barn swallow
	Hirundo rustica

	huiszwaluw
	house martin
	Delichon urbica

	witte kwikstaart
	white wagtail
	Motacilla alba

	winterkoning
	wren
	Troglodytes troglodytes

	roodborst
	robin
	Erithacus rebecula

	merel
	blackbird
	Turdus merula

	tuinfluiter
	garden warbler
	Sylvia borin

	grasmus
	common whithetrhoat
	Sylvia communis

	matkop
	willow tit
	Parus montanus

	pimpelmees
	blue tit
	Parus caeruleus

	koolmees
	great tit
	Parus major

	staartmees
	long tailed tit
	Aegithalos caudatus

	boomklever
	nuthatch
	Sitta eurpopea

	boomkruiper
	short toed treecreeper
	Certhia brachydacttyla

	spreeuw
	common starling
	Strunus vulgaris

	kauw
	eurasian jackdaw
	Corvus monedula 

	raaf
	common raven
	Covus corax

	kraai
	carrion crow
	Corvus corone

	vink
	chaffinch
	Fringilla coelebs

	groenling
	greenfinch
	Chloris chloris

	putter
	goldfinch
	Carduelis carduelis

	kneu
	linnet
	Carduelis cannabina


Total number of species: 50

Highlights of the day:
· “Zeearend”, observation hide “de kluut”. Species seen here: Three common sandpiper shortly on the island. Two green sandpipers flying by. A white wagtail foraging on the island.
· “Zeearend”, walk to the observation hide through the forest. Species seen here: Good views of little grebe family, calling raven in the forest; willow tit, wren, blue tit, great tit, chaffinch, short toed tree creeper accompanied by a nuthatch which is a seldom sight in this “young” forest.  A close sighting of a female red deer.

· From the hide; common shelduck, many sholvers, Canada geese and barnacle geese.
On the way back several linnets, a greenfinch and some common whitethroats.
· Hide with view on cut reed bed revealed two secretive water rails hiding behind some vegetation, a bird which is rarely seen but not uncommon.

· “Grote praambult”, elevated look-out in north-eastern part of the nature reserve the Oostvaardersplassen. Over looking some forest, ponds and a huge area of wet grassland. Species seen here:  Two stock pigeon perched on dead tree, group of goldfinches and a foraging great egret.
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