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	Tour date:
	17 February 2010

	
	

	Name of area visited:
	Oostvaardersplassen, marshland and mainly willow woods between the towns Almere and Lelystad in the Flevopolder in the Netherlands

	
	

	Conditions during tour:
	Beautiful day,  in the mourning clear sky and sunny, later in the afternoon an overcast. Temperature was ranging from -4 to 1 degree C.

	
	

	Guide(s):
	Rik Feije


	Nederlandse naam
	English name 
	Scientific name

	fuut
	great crested grebe
	Podiceps cristatus

	aalscholver
	great cormorant
	Phalocrocorax carbo

	grote zilverreiger
	great egret
	Casmerodius albus

	blauwe reiger
	grey heron
	Ardea cinerea

	knobbelzwaan
	mute swan
	Cygnus olor

	toendrarietgans
	bean goose
	Anser fabalis

	kolgans
	white fronted goose
	Anser albifrons

	grauwe gans
	greylag goose
	Anser anser

	brandgans
	barnacle goose
	Branta leucopsis

	bergeend
	common shelduck
	Tadorna tadorna

	nijlgans
	egyptian goose
	Alopochen aegyptiacus

	smient
	eurasian wigeon
	Anas penelope

	wilde eend
	mallard
	Anas platyrinchos

	tafeleend
	common pochard
	Athya fernia

	kuifeend
	tufted duck
	Aythya fuligula

	brilduiker
	common goldeneye
	Bucephala clangula

	nonnetje
	smew
	Mergus albellus

	grote zaagbek
	common merganser
	Mergus merganser

	sperwer
	eurasian sparrowhawk
	Accipiter nisus

	buizerd
	common buzzard
	Buteo buteo

	zeearend
	white tailed eagle
	Haliaeetus albicilla

	torenvalk
	common kestrel
	Falco tinunculus

	slechtvalk
	peregrine falcon
	Falco peregrinus

	meerkoet
	common coot
	Fulica atra

	kievit
	northern lapwing
	Vanellus vanellus

	wulp
	eurasian curlew
	Numenius arquata

	kokmeeuw
	black headed gull
	Larus ridibundus

	stormmeeuw
	common gull
	Larus canus

	zilvermeeuw
	herring gull
	Larus argentatus

	houtduif
	wood pigeon
	Columba palumbus

	holenduif
	stock pigeon
	Columba oenas

	grote bonte specht
	great spotted woodpecker
	Dendrocopos major

	veldleeuwerik
	sky lark
	Alauda arvensis

	graspieper
	meadow pipit
	Anthus pratensis

	waterpieper
	water pipit
	Anthus spinoletta

	winterkoning
	wren
	Troglodytes troglodytes

	heggemus
	hedge accentor
	Prunella modularis

	roodborst
	robin
	Erithacus rebecula

	merel
	blackbird
	Turdus merula

	kramsvogel
	fieldfare
	Turdus pilaris

	koperwiek
	redwing
	Turdus iliacus

	zanglijster
	song trush
	Turdus philomelos

	matkop
	willow tit
	Parus montanus

	pimpelmees
	blue tit
	Parus caeruleus

	koolmees
	great tit
	Parus major

	spreeuw
	common starling
	Strunus vulgaris

	gaai
	eurasian jay
	Garrulus glandarius

	ekster
	magpie
	Pica pica

	kauw
	eurasian jackdaw
	Corvus monedula 

	kraai
	carrion crow
	Corvus corone

	huismus
	house sparrow
	Passer domesticus

	vink
	chaffinch
	Fringilla coelebs


Total number of species: 52
Highlights of the day:
· “Elavated lookout in southeast corner of the reserve”. Species seen here: Large groups of geese flying over including; greylag, barnacle, white fronted and bean geese. Two adult white tailed eagles near nesting site, white tail and huge yellow bill were showing. Many willow tits along the way and a close observation of a great spotted woodpecker.
· “Jan van den Boschpad”; elevated look-out in the most southern part of the nature reserve the Oostvaardersplassen. Species seen here: some lapwing were present here, couple of shelduck and some pochards, two great white egrets were flying in the distance. Small group of sky larks flew by.
· Visitors center “De Oostvaarder”; very nice building providing panoramic views over a couple of manmade islands in this Southern part of the Oostvaardersplassen. Species seen here: some dead dear with many crows. Many red deers and Heck cattle.
· Parking lot along the “Oostvaardersdijk”; viewpoint over looking the Lepelaarsplassen. Species seen here: near the sluice in an open body of water big group of ducks, tufted, goosander, pochard, mallard, goldeneye and smew (males and females).
· Parking lot along the “Oostvaardersdijk”; viewpoint over looking the Oostvaardersplassen. Species seen here: Huge group of goosanders and smew, also two stock doves on little dike.
· “Zeearend”, walk to the observation hide through the forest. Species seen here: dunnock, robin, wren, kestrel, great spotted woodpeckers, several buzzards, many fieldfare and redwings some song thrushes. From the hide a perched peregrine falcon, in the open field 2 waterpipits among big group of meadow pipits
· “Praamweg”, road through wet grassland area with Konik horses. Species seen here: one curlew flew by, one roe deer female
· “Kleine praambult” and “Grote praambult”, elevated look-out in the north-eastern part of the nature reserve the Oostvaardersplassen. Over looking huge area of wet grassland. Species seen here: many red deer a buzzard really close
· On our way to the train large group of geese in the fields, graylag, white fronted, barnacle and bean geese also one great white egret.
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