
 

Date: Tuesday the 16th of July 2019 

Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen full daytour 

Guide: Pim 

Around 8.30 I met Annette & Marilyn from California USA in the trainstation of Almere Centrum. 

From here we drove to the nature reserve “Oostvaardersplassen”, part of the young national park 

“New Land”.  It’s amazing that all the land in the provence of Flevoland is reclaimed and when we 

drove on the dyke we saw the waterlevel difference of about 5 metres between the lake 

(“Markermeer”)  and the Oostvaardersplassen. On our first stop we saw juvenile Bearded reedlings 

and also our first Greylag goose of the day. 

 

On the lake we saw hunting Common terns. The air was filled with hundreds of Common swifts and 

Barn swallows. We also saw Herring gull, Lesser black backed gull, Black headed gull and Smew gull. 

On our next stop we saw a group of about 800 (!) Pied avocets together with the national bird of The 

Netherlands; the Black tailed godwit. Also about 100 Ruff were present. Far away we saw our first 

Eurasian spoonbills of the day. 

 

 



 

 

Pied avocet – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

On our next stop we made a short walk to a bird hide through a reedfield. We heard many Reed 

warblers, saw some Sedge warblers and the Common chiffchaff.  

On the path we saw a juvenile Bluethroat and also some mice called “Bank vole”. It is a very good 

year for mice and that’s good news for the owls and raptors. 

From the bird hide we saw some closeby Pied avocets, Ruffs, Black tailed godwits and our first 

Common ringed plover, also a Common greenshank was present, just on his way back from the 

north. We also saw Comon shellducks and Northern shovelers. 

Back at the car we drunk a cup of tea and coffee with a Dutch cookie called Stroopwafel. On the lake 

we saw a pair of Great crested grebes with two chicks. 

 

 

 



 

 

Sedge warbler – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Bluethroat (juvenile) – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 



 

Bluethroat – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Bank vole – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Great crested grebe – Oostvaardersplassen. 

After the break we took a path to a next bird hide. Here we saw closeby Pied avocets, some Bearded 

reedling flew over. We also saw a Muskrat. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Pied avocet – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

From the hide we also saw two Green sandpipers, Sand martins hunting above the water and Ruffs. 

On our way to the hide we heard a Grashopper warbler, Song trush and Northern willow tit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pied avocet – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Muskrat – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad.  

 



 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Bearded reedling – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 



We drove to the visitor centre and saw a Roe deer on the edge of the woods and dyke. 

 

 

Roe deer – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 



Around the visitor centre we saw Common redstarts, Common whitethroat, European goldfinch and 

European greenfinch. 

 

 



 

Common redstart – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 



 

European goldfinch – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next stop was at a colony of White storks, we saw many juveniles. Also Grey heron, House martin 

and Common buzzard, 

 

Grey heron & White stork – Lelystad. 

 

White stork – Lelystad. 



 



 

 

White stork – Lelystad. 

 

 

 



After a lunch we went back to the reserve and visited two bird hides, in the first one we were 

extremely lucky with a Common kingfisher and young White tailed eagle! 

 

Common kingfisher – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Common kingfisher – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 



 

 

White tailed eagle – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 



 

White tailed eagle – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 



 

Egyptian goose – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Konikhorse – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Atalanta butterfly – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 



 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

It was time for our last stop and we went to the southern part of the Oostvaardersplassen. Here we 

saw some (new) species like Red fox, Barnacle goose, Little ringed plover, Common sandpiper and 

Common redshank. 

 

Barnacle goose – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 



 

 

 

Red fox (also with Eurasian spoonbill, Mallard and Ruff) – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 



 

Today we managed to “catch” the following birdspecies: 

Mute swan, Greylag goose, Canada goose, Barnacle goose, Egyptian goose, Mallard, Northern 

shoveler, Common teal, Common pochard, Tufted duck, Common shellduck, Common swift, Feral 

pigeon, Wood pigeon, Eurasian coot, Great crested grebe, Eurasian oystercatcher, Pied avocet, 

Northern lapwing, Common ringed plover, Little ringed plover, Black tailed godwit, Ruff, Common 

sandpiper, Green sandpiper, Wood sandpiper, Common redshank, Common greenshank, Black 

headed gull, Herring gull, Lesser black backed gull, Smew gull, Common tern, White stork, Great 

cormorant, Eurasian spoonbill, Grey heron, Great egret, Western marsh harrier, Common buzzard, 

White tailed eagle, Common kingfisher, Great spotted woodpecker (H), Eurasian jay, Eurasian 

magpie, Northern jackdaw, Carrion crow, Northern raven, Blue tit, Great tit, Northern willow tit, 

Bearded reedling, Barn swallow, House martin, Sand martin, Cetti’s warbler (H), Common chiffchaff, 

Willow warbler, Sedge warbler, Reed warbler, Grashopper warbler, Eurasian blackcap, Common 

whitethroat, Winter wren, Common starling, Common blackbird, Song trush, Red robin (H), 

Bluethroat, Common redstart, House sparrow, White wagtail, Common chaffinch, European 

goldfinch, European greenfinch, Common linnet and Reed bunting (H). (77 birdspecies!) 

H=Heard only 


