FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherlands

Date: Sunday April 16; 2023.
Area: National park “New Land”/ Oostvaardersplassen & Lepelaarplassen.

Guide: Pim

Around 8.15 | met Sandy & Lynn at the trainstation of Almere Centrum. In about 10 minutes we drove
to the southside of the Oostvaardersplassen. On the field next to the closed visitor centre we saw
thousands of Barnacle geese. In may they are all leaving to the far north. We also saw a group of very
elegant Pied avocet, Northern lapwings & Oystercatcher.

Above the water we saw hunting Barn swallows and on the path a White wagtail was posing well! We
also saw a Dunnock, Common linnet and European goldfinch.

Miles away we saw a big group of Red deer. We heard the loud song of the Cetti’s warbler. Next to the
water we saw a pair of Common shelducks, also Gadwall and Mallard were present.

Greylag geese were having a lot of chicks and Lesser black backed gull were waiting to catch one for
breakfast. About two miles away we saw the nest of a White tailed eagle, his nickname is “flying
door” due to his wingspan of 2.30 metres!!

From here we took the highway to Lelystad to find some nesting White storks and we suceed! During
this drive we also saw a few Common buzzards and a Eurasian jay.

Our next stop was at a viewing point, here we found 4-5 immature White tailed eagles, they like this
area because of the many fish.



White tailed eagle — Oostvaardersplassen.

From this viewing point we also saw a Red fox, Northern raven, Common teal, Northern shoveler,
Common pochard and Black headed gull.

We walked to a blind and saw a Red fox only metres away, his was blind on one eye. Here we saw also
Reed bunting. During the hike we saw Eurasian blackcap, Willow warbler, Wren and Chiffchaff.






Red fox — Oostvaardersplassen.

We walked to a next blind and saw during this walk a lot of Blackcaps, Great spotted woodpecker &
Chaffinch.



Roe deer — Oostvaardersplassen.

At the next blind we were lucky to see a Jack snipe or at least a part of it. It’s a bird that’s champion in
playing hide and seek. In nest in the north of Europe.



Jack snipe (part of it) — Oostvaardersplassen.



Greylag goose — Oostvaardersplassen.



White tailed eagle — from the Visitors centre.



White wagtail — Oostvaardersplassen.

Now we took a scenic drive over the Oostvaardersdijk, we saw different Western marsh harriers and
also Common kestrel. We made our last stop at a nearby nature reserve where we saw our second
big nest of the White tailed eagle.

Nest of the White tailed eagle — Lepelaarplassen.

Today we also managed to “catch” the following species: Mute swan. Great egret, Grey heron, Great
cormorant, Egyptian goose, Northern pintail, Tufted duck, Wood pigeon, Moorhen, Coot, Great
crested grebe, Little gull, Hering gull, Carion crow, Western jackdaw, Blue tit, Great tit, Long tailed tit,
Sand martin, Sedge warbler, Blackbird, Song trush, Bluethroat, Common redstart and Greenfinch.



White tailed eagle (adult) — Lepelaarplassen.
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