
 

Date: 14th of July 2019 

Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen afternoon tour 

Guide: Pim 

Guide Pim met Jude from New York, USA around 14pm at the trainstation of Almere Centrum, from 

here we drove in about 20 minutes to the nature reserve Oostvaardersplassen, part of the national 

park New Land. 

When we arrived at the nature reserve we stopped at a viewing point, far away we saw some Red 

deer. When we drove futher Pim suddenly stopped, a second year White tailed eagle flew over. Due 

to this overflying raptor many other birds flew away in panic. 

 

We saw a big group of Eurasian spoonbil and Great egrets. Also groups of Greylag geese and Grey 

heron flew over. From the first bird hide we saw the elegant Pied avocets and White wagtails. 

From the second bird hide we saw Northern lapwing, Reed warbler and the marvelous Great crested 

grebe. Above the water many Barn swallows, House martins and Sand martins.  

In the willow trees we heard singing Song trush, Eurasian blackcap and Common blackbird. 



 

 

Great egret – Oostvaardersplassen  Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eurasian spoonbil – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Next stop was at the visitor centre. We made a short hike and saw European goldfinch and European 

greenfinch. Another bird showing well was the Common redstart. 

From the reedfields we heard singing Reed warbler and Sedge warbler.  

High in the air we saw many Common swifts, a bird that is most of his life in the air, his feet are 

almost dissapeared! 



 

Common redstart – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Our next stop was at another bird hide. Due to the low water we saw many shorebirds like Ruff, Black 

tailed godwitt (national bird of the Netherlands), Pied avocet and the largest duckspecies called 

Common shelduck. 

Close to the hide we saw a few juvenile Beardet tit (or Bearded reedling) and a juvenile Bluethroat. A 

Musk rat was swimming around the hut. 

Barn swallows sat in the bird hide and also built there nest inside the bird hide. Two Western marsh 

harriers flew over, there are around 50-60 breeding pairs in the area. 



 

 

Bearded reedling – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 



 

Bluethroat (juvenile) – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Muskrat – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

 

 

 



 

Western marsh harrier – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 

Greylag goose – Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad. 

 



On the dyke we drove back to Almere, we saw stunning flocks of Pied avocets, Ruffs and Black tailed 

godwits! 

 

 

Oostvaardersplassen – Lelystad.  

On this afternoon tour we “catched” the following birdspecies: 

Mute swan, Greylag goose, Egyptian goose, Canada goose, Common shellduck, Mallard, Common 

swift, Feral pigeon, Wood pigeon, Stock dove, Eurasian coot, Great crested grebe, Eurasian 

oystercatcher, Pied avocet, Northern lapwing, Black tailed godwit, Ruff, Little stint, Green sandpiper, 

Black headed gull, Lesser black backed gull, Herring gull, Common tern, Black cormorant, Eurasian 

spoonbil, Grey heron, Great egret, Common buzzard, Western marsh harrier, White tailed eagle, 

Great spotted woodpecker (H), Eurasian magpie, Northern jackdaw, Carrion crow, Bearded reedling, 

Barn swallow, House martin, Sand martin, Common chiffchaff, Reed warbler, Sedge warbler, Eurasian 

blackcap, Common whitethroat, Common starling, Common blackbird, Song trush (H), Bluethroat, 

Common redstart, House sparrow, White wagtail, Common chaffinch, European greenfinch & 

European goldfinch. (53 birdspecies) 

 

 


