
 

14-04-2017: Excursion to “the Oostvaardersplassen” nature reserve. 

Guide: Pim 

Around 8 o’clock in the morning we met at the “Oostvaarderstation”.  We drove to a viewing point at 

the Oostvaardersplassen. Here we saw “Konik-horses”, “Heck-rund” (cattle) and hundreds of red 

deer. A fox was on his morning walk. In a smal pond a Eurasian spoonbill was looking for small fish. A 

few miles away a White Tailed Eagle was sittig next to it’s enormous nest. 

 

Greylag goose and Mute swan. 

On the next spotting point, perhaps the highest point in the Netherlands , we saw a lot of different 

species of ducks like: Northern shoveler, Common shelduck, Northern pintail and Common teal. 

Nathan spotted some Eurasian Curlew flying over. Also Common redshank, Black tailed Godwit and 

Dunlin from this particular spot. 

We started a walk for about 60 minutes. The field was packed with birds like: bluethroat, Reed 

bunting, Stonechat, Greenfinch and Goldfinch. A baby goose (Greylag goose) was looking for it’s 

parents. We saw a litlle eagret and lots of Great egrets. Some common snipes fly up from the field. 

In the next hide we saw a rare bird; a male Black winged stilt. We drank a cup of tea and coffee with 

a Dutch speciality, the “stroopwafel”. We saw Common greenshank, Little ringed plover and heared 

Green sandpiper. 

 



 

Bluethroat. 

We took a little stop at the visitor centre and walked to a Common redstart. 

On the way back to the car we stopped at a kingfisher nest and suddenly the male kingfisher 

dissapeared, a blue colour explosion! In the next birdhide it was packed with photographers. Above 

the water lots of Sand martins and Barn swallows. 

Our last stop was at the dyke. New species here were : Cetti’s warbler and Savi’s warbler. 

Then we drove on the dyke to Almere and saw a few Marsh harrier. 

The weather this morning was fine, a bit greyisch, but no rain at all. 

Thanks for joining!                                        

Reed bunting. 



 



 

 

Black winged stilt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Species of today – Oostvaardersplassen 14-04-2017: 

Mute swan – Greylag goose – Common shelduck – Aegyptian goose – Mallard – 

Gadwall – Northern pintail –Northern shoveler – Common teal – Common Pochard – 

Tufted duck – Great crested grebe – Great cormorant – Little egret – Great egret – 

Grey heron  - Eurasian spoonbill – White tailed eagle – Western marsh harrier – 

Common buzzard – Eurasian sparrow hawk – Kestrel – Moorhen – 

Eurasian coot – Eurasian Oystercatcher – Pied avocet – Black winged stilt – 

Little ringed plover – Northern lapwing – Dunlin – Green sandpiper – 

Common redshank – Common greenshank – Eurasian Curlew – Common snipe – 

Black headed gull – Mediterranean gull –Herring gull – Lesser black backed gull – 

Wood pigeon – Common kingfisher – Great spotted woodpecker – Sand martin – 

Barn swallow – Meadow pipet – White wagtail – Blue headed wagtail –  

European robin – Bluethroat – Common redstart – Stonechat – 

Song trush – Blackbird – Garden warbler – Eurasian blackcap – 

Sedge warbler – Grashopper warbler – Savi’s warbler – Cetti’s warbler – 

Willow warbler – Commonc hiffchaff – Winter wren – Great tit – 

Blue tit – Northern willow tit – Eurasian magpie – Eurasian jay – 

Western jackdaw – Carrion crow – Common starling – Common chaffinch – 

Common linnet – European goldfinch – European greenfinch – Reed bunting. 

75 birdspecies (and two foxes  ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


