Excursion Oostvaardersplassen: 13th of june 2018
Guide: Pim
Just around 7.00 am I met Michel from Danmark (and France) with his 500 mm Canon lens and tripod
on the main trainstation of Almere. On the in 1968 reclaimed land we drove to the nature reserve
Oostvaardersplassen. Our first stop was just to see how large the area was. On the field groups of
Red deer, Heck cattle and wild horses (Konik horse wich means small horse in Polish). The autumn of
2017 and the winter of 2017/2018 was too much for a part of the population. Nowerdays the
population is much smaller and there is a lot of discusion about how to look after the animals.

Our first stop was at the Oostvaardersveld where we saw a Roe deer and a Great egret. A roe deer
you can find in many parts of the Netherlands, sometimes it’s a bit shy.
The air was filled with Barn swallows and House martins.
We drove in a few minutes to the visotor centre and made a hike to some bird hides, we took about
3 hours for the just 4 kilometres, there was a lot to see. Unless the wind we managed to see many
Bluethroats. This bird is one of the highlights of a visit to the Oostvaardersplassen.
On our way to the largest bird hide we met a red deer which was not shy at all. It came very close to
us. What an amazing animal it is!
The Red deer only lives in some parts of The Netherlands, in the Oostvaardersplassen the population
exploded the last years. In summertime it’s like heaven in this area, but in winter time it’s “survival of
the fittest”.

Red deer – Oostvaardersplassen.

We saw many Winter wrens, Common redstarts and White wagtails. Under the bird hide there was a
nest of the Red fox, but the youngs were sleeping.

From the bird hide we saw lots of Northern shoveler, Common shelduck and Common teal. We saw
also 4 rare Black winged stilts!
In a small pool we saw some Black tailed godwits and one Ruff. Also Pied avocet and Common
redshank. A Western marsh harrier was flying over looking for it’s prey.

Black winged stilt – Oostvaardersplassen.

On our way back to the visitor centre we saw again some Bluethroats. It’s an amazing bird with a
easy recognize song. The Marsh warblers didn’t show themself, we heard a lot of them singing.

Bluethroat – Oostvaardersplassen.
Suddenly a White tailed eagle was flying over. This bird is nesting in the area for 11 years. This year
due to heavy wind it’s chicks fel out of the nest and died. That’s nature!
From the visitor centre we drove back to the Oostvaardersveld to visit a famous bird hide for
photographers. From the hide we saw Great crested grebe building their nest. A beautiful Red
backed shrike was showing well from a distance. It’s a rare bird in this part of Holland.

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen.
All bird hides were occupied by Barn swallows.
When we drove to the dyke the air was filled with Common swifts. This bird lives most of his life in
the air.
We walked to another bird hide were we heard the song of the Cetti’s warbler, from rare to common
in just about ten years!

Our last stop was at the other side of the reserve (south). From the modern visitor centre we saw a
Red fox. Also Eurasian oystercatcher, Pied avocet and lots of Greylag geese.

Red fox (from the car) – Almere.
Unless the wind and some drups of rain we managed to see lots of birds and mammals.
We managed to see and hear 76 birdspecies:
Canada goose, Barnacle goose, Greylag goose, Egyptian goose, Mute swan, Common shelduck,
Northern shoveler, Gadwall, Mallard, Common teal, Common pochard, Tufted duck, Great crested
grebe, Eurasian spoonbil, Grey heron, Great egret, Litlle egret, Great cormorant, Northern goshawk,
Common buzzard, Common kestrel, Western marsh harrier, White tailed eagle, Common coot,
Eurasian oystercatcher, Black winged stilt, Pied avocet, Northern lapwing, Common ringed plover,
Black tailed godwit, Ruff, Common redshank, Black headed gull, Herring gull, Lesser black backed gull,
Great black backed gull, Common tern, Wood pigeon, Common cuckoo, Common swift, Great spoted
woodpecker, Red backed shrike, Eurasian jay, Eurasian magpie, Carion crow, Northern raven, Great
tit, Blue tit, Sand martin, House martin, Barn swallow, Cetti’s warbler, Willow warbler, Common
chiffchaff, Reed warbler, Sedge warbler, Marsh warbler, Eurasian blackcap, Garden warbler, Common
whitethroat, Winter wren, Common starling, Short toed treecreeper, Common blackbird, Song
thrush, Red robin, Bluethroat, Common redstart, House sparow, Dunnock, White wagtail, Common
chaffinch, European greenfinch, Common linet, European goldfinch and Common reed bunting.
Also: Roe deer, Red deer, Heck catlle, Konik horse, Hare, Red fox and Muskrat.
Michel I hope you enjoyed your daytrip in the Oostvaardersplassen.
Have a wunderful day at Texel!
Best regards,
Pim.

