
 

Date: 12th of May 2019 

Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen 

Guide: Pim 

I met Tim & Vicky from Bristol (UK) around 8.00 am at the trainstation of Almere Centrum. From here 

we drove first to a nature reserve close to Almere called “Lepelaarplassen” (translation would be 

“Spoonbill lakes”). It was warbler time, on our way to a birdhide we heard Sedge warbler, Reed 

warbler, Cetti’s warbler, Grashopper warbler, Willow warbler, Garden warbler, Chiffchaff and Marsh 

warbler. Also Greenfinch, Common whitethroat and Blackcap. 

From the hide we looked on the “Bird heaven”  a wet field, we saw shorebirds like Common 

redshank, Black tailed godwit, Pied avocet, Common greenshank and Little ringed plover. A Perigrine 

falcon was hunting and we saw our first Common cuckoo of the day (6 more to follow). 

Above the wood we saw a White tailed eagle (2 more to follow!!). We saw a rusting Eurasian 

spoonbill and a Little grebe. A Eurasian wigeon was still present.  

We stopped at a small lake and saw our first Bluethroat of the day, also many Reed buntings. Far 

away we saw our first Western marsh harrier of the day. 

 



 

 

We followed the dyke all the way to the northern side of the “Oostvaardersplassen”  area, we saw 

many White wagtails but also Blue headed wagtail and Grey headed wagtail.  

We made a walk through the reed field. We only heard a Savi’s warbler from a long distance. The 

birdhide was occupied by many nesting Barn Swallows, in front of the hut a group of Pied avocets. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Pied avocet – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

Our next stop was at the visitor centre, from here we made a hike and saw and heard many 

birdspecies, like the beautiful Common redstart. 

 

 



 

Common redstart – Oostvaardersplassen. 

In the dissapearing wood also many Winter wrens, White wagtails, European goldfinches and 

Common linnets. From the large birdhide we saw large groups of Barnacle goose, our third  White 

tailed eagle, an adult,  flew over and a Bluethroat was showing well, the second flew over the dyke. 

 

 



 

 

Bluethroat – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 



From the next birdhide we saw four Grey plover, not so common in this area, also ducks like 

Common teal, Northern shoveler, Northern pintail and Rudy shelduck. 

 

 



 

On our way back to the visitor centre we saw a wunderful Hawfinch.  

 

 

 



 

Our next stop was at another birdhide, from here we saw Common greenshank (13), Wood 

sandpiper (3) and a Spotted redshank in summer plumage. 

 

Spotted redshank – Oostvaardersplassen. 

Barn swallows were nesting in the hut.  

 



 

Greenshank & Spotted redshank – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Little ringed plover – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 



 

Spotted redshank – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Wood sandpiper – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Wood sandpiper – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 

 



Our last stop was at the south side of the area. From a viewing point on top of the visitor centre we 

saw hundreds of Red deer, Heck cattle and we also saw a Red fox. 

On the islands in front of the building we found nesting Pied avocets and on the field thousand of 

Barnacle geese. 

 

Eurasian spoonbill – Oostvaardersplassen. 

Today we managed to “catch”  the following 88 birdspecies: 

Mute swan, Barnacle goose, Greylag goose, Egyptian goose, Common shelduck, Rudy shelduck, 

Mallard, Gadwall, Nothern shoveler, Common teal, Eurasian wigeon, Northern pintail, Common 

pochard, Tufted duck, Little grebe, Great crested grebe, Eurasian spoonbill, Grey heron, Great egret, 

Great cormorant, Western marsh harrier, White tailed eagle, Common buzzard, Perigrine falcon, 

Waterrail, Common moorhen, Common coot, Eurasian oystercatcher, Pied avocet, Northern lapwing, 

Grey plover, Common ringed plover, Little ringed plover, Black tailed godwit, Common sandpiper, 

Common redshank, Common greenshank, Spotted redshank, Wood sandpiper, Black headed gull, 

Herring gull, Lesser black backed gull, Common tern, Feral pigeon, Wood pigeon, Common cuckoo, 

Common swift, Great spotted woodpecker, Eurasian jay, Eurasian magpie, Northern jackdaw, Carrion 

crow, Blue tit, Great tit, Barn swallow, Sand martin, Cetti’s warbler, Long tailed tit, Willow warbler, 

Common chiffchaff, Reed warbler, Sedge warbler, Marsh warbler, Grashopper warbler, Savi’s 

warbler,  Eurasian blackcap, Garden warbler, Common whitethroat, Winter wren, Short toed 

treecreeper, Common blackbird,  Common starling, Red robin, Bluethroat, Dunnock, Common 

nightingale, Common redstart, House sparrow, White wagtail, Blue headed wagtail, Grey headed 

wagtail, Meadow pipet, Common chaffinch, Hawfinch, Greenfinch, Common linnet, Goldfinch and 

Common reed bunting. 

 

 

 


