
 

Date: Thursday 11th of august 2022 

Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen half day tour 

Guide: Pim 

Around 8 o’clock in the morning I met Adrian at the tiny train station of Almere Centrum. From here 

we drove in about ten minutes to our first stop, the southside of the Oostvaardersplassen. It was 

already 25 degrees celcius and later this morning the temperature reached 30 degrees celcius; hot 

summerday! 

We saw hundreds of Greylag geese and also smaller numbers of Barnacle geese, this birdspecies is 

common in wintertime. Most are at the moment at Nova Zembla and Svalbard to nest. We saw the 

first groups of Eurasian spoonbills; a succes story in The Netherlands. 

 

 

Eurasian spoonbill – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 



The Greylag geese were not very relaxed. We found the reason for that, because one mile away we 

saw our first two White tailed eagles of the day. About 16 years ago this bird with it’s nickname 

“flying door” (because of the wingspan of 2.30 metres) starts nesting in the area, first for The 

Netherlands. 

 

White tailed eagle (2th year) – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Greylag goose & Barnacle goose (two above the island) – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

 

Eurasian spoonbill – Oostvaardersplassen. 

We also saw Common buzzards, Black headed gulls, Great & Lesser black backed gulls and Egyptian 

geese. With a closer look we saw the national bird of The Netherlands: Black tailed godwit. Also a 

group of Ruffs, already migrating south from Scandinavia to Africa. Near the shoreline we saw a 

Common sandpiper. The air was filled with Barn swallows and House martins. In the reed we saw a 

family of Reed warblers. The common Chiffchaff was calling from the trees. Some Common linnets 

flew over. Also we saw the beautiful Northern lapwings. 

Miles away we saw a group of about 150 grazing Red deer. White wagtails were also common during 

the tour. From this nice starting point we took the dyke to the northern part of the 

Oostvaardersplassen, part of national park New Land.  



 

Eurasian spoonbill – Oostvaardersplassen. 

At the start of the dyke we saw a Common kestrel. We stopped at one point at the dyke and saw the 

tiny Common terns. At the nature reserve we saw Reed bunting and we heard a group of Bearded tits 

(or Bearded reedling) flying over. On the mud there sat a Sparrowhawk! Four Greensandpiper flew 

over. 

We continued and stopped at a nearby recreational lake, here we saw the first Black terns on 

migration. On another stop we saw a rare bird for this area (also for this country) a juvenile European 

or Greater flamingo, probably a lost bird from Italy. The not so colourful Flamingo was just sleeping, 

wouldn’t you do the same after such a journey al by yourself? 

On the next stop we saw one of my favorite birds, the elegant Pied avocet. Also groups (again) of 

Eursian spoonbills, Black tailed godwits & Ruffs. Also the first Mute swan of the tour. From the 

woodland we heard the call of Eurasian jays. 

 

 

 



 

Greater flamingo (juvenile) – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



We wanted to stop at the visitor centre, but first things first; in a nearby area was a Short toed snake 

eagle present. We drove to the spot and saw the rare bird sitting in top of a tree, looking for snakes!! 

“The short-toed snake eagle (Circaetus gallicus), also known as the short-toed eagle, is a medium-

sized bird of prey in the family Accipitridae, which also includes many other diurnal raptors such as 

kites, buzzards and harriers. This is an Old World species found throughout the Mediterranean basin, 

into Russia and the Middle East, and parts of Western Asia, and in the Indian Subcontinent and also 

further east in some Indonesian islands”. 

Sorce: Wikipedia. 

 

Short toed snake eagle – Oostvaardersplassen. 

On our way to the bird hide we saw a Song trush and heared (red) Robin, Eurasian blackcap & 

Eurasian wren. 

From the hide we saw beside Mallard also Northern shoveler & Common pochard.  A Common 

whitethroat was showing well. Inside the hide were nesting Barn swallows. We also saw our first 

Common greenshank for the day. 

We walked through some woodland, the day was getting realy hot, so birds were slowing down. We 

saw a hunting Sparrowhawk and a Great tit. Earlier on this morning we also saw the most common 

raptor in this area; the Western marsh harrier. 

 



 

 

Short toed snake eagle – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 



 

 

Common tern – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

 

Pied avocet – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Song trush – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

Sparrow hawk – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Red deer – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Heck cattle – Oostvaardersplassen. 

On a spotters hill not less than eight White tailed eagle were present and in the air! 

We saw also a big group of Rudy shelducks and also Common shelducks.  

Our last stop on this short hike was at another bird hide, here we saw some wild horses, called Konik 

horse. Also another Common greenshank, Common sandpiper & Common teal. 



 

 

Barn swallow – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



 

Northern lapwing – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



 

Common sandpiper – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Common greenshank – Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

Konik horse – Oostvaardersplassen. 

From here we drove back to the visitors centre for a short walk in willow woodland. We saw juvenile 

Eurasian blackcap, Northern willow tit and even some Great spotted woodpeckers! 

We heard the friendly noise of European goldfinches, but the birds were hiding in the trees. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stock dove – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Tettigonia viridissima – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



 

Greylag goose – Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Nest of White stork – Lelystad. 

On our way back our bonus stop was at some electricity poles near the city of Lelystad, at least we 

saw some White storks. 



 

 

White stork – Lelystad. 

 



 

White stork – Lelystad. 

On this morning tour we managed to catch the following birdspecies: Canade goose, Egyptian goose, 

Greylag goose, Barnacle goose, Mute swan, Common shelduck, Rudy shelduck, Northern shoveler, 



Gadwall, Mallard, Common teal, Common pochard, Tufted duck, Stock dove, Wood pigeon, Water 

rail (just heard), Common coot, Great crested grebe, Greater flamingo, Pied avocet, Northern 

lapwing, Black tailed godwit, Ruff, Common sandpiper, Green sandpiper, Common greenshank, Black 

headed gull, Lesser black backed gull, Greater black backed gull, Herring gull, Common tern, Black 

tern, White stork, Great cormorant, Eurasian spoonbil, Grey heron, Great egret, Short toed snake 

eagle, Sparrow hawk, Western marsh harrier, White tailed eagle, Common buzzard, Great spotted 

woodpecker, Common kestrel, Eurasian jay (just heard), Magpie, Western jackdaw, Carion crow, 

Northern willow tit, Great tit, Bearded tit (just heard), House martin, Barn swallow, Cetti’s warbler 

(just heard), Common chiffchaff, Reed warbler, Eurasian blackcap, Common whitethroat, Eurasian 

wren (just heard), Starling, Common blackbird, Song trush, Red robin (just heard), White wagtail, 

Common linnet, European goldfinch (heard / flew over) & Reed bunting. 

(59 birdspecies), 

 

 

Photos & text: Pim Julsing © 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


