
 

Day 2 

Date: 19th of April 2018 

Excursion: Dunes, Zuidpier and part of North-Holland 

Guide: Pim 

I had the pleasure to guide Donna for a second day this week. We start our tour at the old station of 

Haarlem. From here we drove in about 15 minutes to the Dunes, part of the National Park. 

We heard Common nightingale almost everywhere. This bird is famous for playing hide and seek but 

today it showed well. 

 

Common nightingale – Kennemerduinen 

Dunnock was very common on our hike and we also heard lots of Lesser whitethroats.  

Wood larks were singing high in the air.  

Willow warbler, European greenfinch, European goldfinch and Great spotted woodpecker were 

present. 

We stop at the Vogelmeer (“Birdlake”). Lots of Canada goose, Egyptian goose and Greylag goose. 

We find at least one Black necked grebe and a Little grebe. 



 

 



We were very suprised to find two Black winged stilt. Not so common in this area and maybe on their 

way to a breeding area. 

 

 

Black winged stilt – Vogelmeer – Kennemerduinen. 



 

We also saw a male stonechats and lots of Common linnets. 

 

Common linnet – Kennemerduinen. 



Another beautiful bird we met was the Common redstart, a singing male. 

 

Common redstart – Kennemerduinen. 

 



 

 

The next stop was at a pier in the North Sea. We saw a Common seal which was in bad condition. 

 

 

Common seal – Zuidpier – Ijmuiden. 

 



On the pier it was pretty quiet. But we saw lots of Eurasian oystercatcher. On a big stone we find a 

Common ringed plover. Also some Ruddy turnstones. 

 

Common ringed plover – Zuidpier – IJmuiden. 

 

Ruddy turnstone – Zuidpier – Ijmuiden. 

 



 

From this birding spot, especially in november we drove to the north. 

After 40 minutes we stopped at “De Putten”. Here people made islands for terns. 

We saw many hundreds of Sandwich terns, amazing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sandwich tern – Camperduin. 

This was really a great birding spot with beside the Sandwich terns also Common terns. We saw 

Common redshank, Common greenshank, Bar tailed godwit, Dunlin and Eurasian spoonbill. 

And also the Pied avocet with it’s beautiful beak. 

 

Pied avocet – Camperduin. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

In the polder next to the small nature reserve we saw Eurasian curlew, Blue headed wagtail and 

some Black tailed godwit. 

Our last stop was near Haarlem. Next to a highway, railroad, road, bikepath and overflying planes 

there is this colony of Eurasian spoonbill. What a marvelous birds they are! 

 



 

Eurasian spoonbill – Haarlem. 

The two days of birding ends at the station of Haarlem. 

Donna have a safe journey home and I hope you enjoy the birding! 

Today (19th of April 2018) we saw and hear the following 76 (!) birds species: 

Mute swan, Greylag goose, Canada goose, Egyptian goose, Common shellduck, Mallard, Gadwall, 

Northern Shoveler, Eurasian wigeon, Common pochard, Tufted duck,  Common scoter, Black necked 

grebe, Great crested grebe, Little grebe, Great cormorant, Grey heron, Great egret, Eurasian 

spoonbill, Common buzzard, Common kestrel, Western marsh harrier, Eurasian coot. Eurasian 

oystercatcher, Pied avocet, Black winged stilt, Common ringed plover, Northern lapwing, Ruddy 

turnstone, Dunlin, Common redshank, Common greenshank, Bar tailed godwit, Black tailed godwit, 

Eurasian curlew, Black headed gull, Lesser black backed gull, Great black backed gull, Herring gull, 

Mediterranean gull, Common tern, Sandwich tern, Wood pigeon, Great spotted woodpecker, 

Skylark, Woodlark, Meadow pipet, Tree pipit, Barn swallow, White wagtail, Pied wagtail, Blue 

headed wagtail, Dunnock, Common nightingale, Common redstart, Stonechat, Common blackbird, 

Blackcap, Common whitethroat, Lesser whitethroat, Sedge warbler, Willow warbler, Common 

chiffchaff, Winter wren, Great tit, Bearded reedling, Eurasian magpie, Western jackdaw, Carrion 

crow, Common starling, House sparrow, Common chaffinch, Common linnet, European greenfinch, 

European goldfinch and Common reed bunting. 

Also: Rabbit, Hare and Common seal. 



In bold: not seen on Monday 

So on both days together we have seen / heard: 94 birdspecies! 

 


