FlevoBirdwatching

birding tours in the Netherlands

Date: 18th & 19th of may 2022
Excursion: Eemnes Grasslands & Naardermeer & nature around the city of Haarlem.

Guide: Pim

Day 1 - 18" of may 2022 — Eemnes Grasslands

At the tiny train station of Naarden-Bussum | met Tim and we drove to the Eemnes grasslands for a
nice walk in this nature reserve.

In this area “time stood still”. We opened the fence and just minutes later we saw our first Black
tailed godwits, the national bird of the Netherlands. Also we saw Common redshanks, Northern
lapwings & Oystercatchers!

From the reed we heard the silent song of the Reed warbler and the fast en loud song of the Sedge
warbler. Reed buntings were common.

From a distance we saw a Eurasian spoonbill. Mute swans were still at their nest or in the water with
their chicks. We saw pairs of Tufted ducks and Northern shovelers. High in the air flew a Common
buzzard.

We also saw Black tailed godwits with chicks, one was dead on the path.
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Black tailed godwit — Eemnes Grasslands.
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We saw a few Great egrets flying over and a lot of Grey herons. At the lake between the old and the

new land there was a bird hide. From this hide we saw hunting Common terns and Great crested
grebes.
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Sedge warbler — Eemnes Grasslands.






Black tailed godwit — Eemnes Grasslands.



Black tailed godwit — Eemnes Grasslands.

At a little pool we saw a not very common duck species: Garganey! Also our first Common ringed
plover and Common shelducks. Far away we say a hunting female Western marsh harrier, the
nightmare of may warders.



Black headed gull - Eemmeer.




Common tern — Eemmeer.



R.I.P - Black tailed godwit — Eemnes Grasslands.




Black tailed godwit — Eemnes Grasslands.

Common redshank — Eemnes Grasslands.

Garganey — Eemnes Grasslands.




Blue headed wagtail - Eemnes Grasslands.

On the last part of the walk we saw Blue headed wagtails, Meadow pipets and hares!




Hare — Eemnes Grasslands.

The weather was amazing for half may. It felt like a summer day with 25 degrees celcius.




Reed bunting — Eemnes Grasslands.






Black tailed godwit — Eemnes Grasslands.

Eemnes Grasslands.

The walk was about 8 kilometres. On our way to the train station of Almere Centrum we made a
quick stop at the national park “New Land” or “Oostvaardersplassen”.

Miles away we saw hundreds of Red deer. Closer by we saw Pied avocets with chicks, mating
oystercatchers and many Grayleg geese.

We heard the explosive song of the Cetti’s warbler and the more delicate song of the famous
Nightingale!



Chiffchaff — Oostvaardersplassen.

Pied avocet — Oostvaardersplassen.



Pied avocet — Oostvaardersplassen.

Day 2 - 19'" of may 2022 — Naardermeer & Haarlem and suroundings.

On the second day we start around 1 pm. It was still warm weather but rain and thunderstorm was
coming. We made a short walk at the Naardermeer nature reserve. We saw a pair of Little ringed
plover and heard the fast song of Eurasian blackcap.

At a viewing point we saw the colony of Purple heron and we saw at least one bird before we heard
the thunder. A Savi’s warbler was calling shortly and also a Cetti’s warbler.

In the reserve breeds about 110 pair of Purple heron!



Welkom in Het Naardermeer

Natuurmonumenten

Purple heron — Naardermeer.



Naardermeer.

We take the touristic route to the small village of Spaarndam and visit the small nature reserve
“Landje van Gruijters”. Here we got close views of Black tailed godwit, Common sandpiper and Little
ringed plovers. Also Common tern, Common shelduck and Common redshanks! And the weather
improves! No rain anymore!






Spaarndam.



Spaarndam.

Pied avocet — Spaarndam.




Little ringed plover — Spaarndam.

Reed warbler — Spaarndam.




Sedge warbler — Spaarndam.




Litlle ringed plover & Pied avocet.

Common shelduck — Spaarndam.
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Houtrakkerbeemden

Informatie op staatsbosbeheer.nl
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Art. 461 Wetbhoek van Strafrecht



Our next stop was at the Houtrakkerbeemden, we visited a bird hide. On the roof there sat a
Bluethroat, we also saw a second bird. In front of the hide some Eurasian spoonbills and Common

pochards. High in the air we heard the song of Sky larks.
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Barn swallow — Houtrakkerbeemden.



Western marsh harrier — Houtrakkerbeemden.



Reed bunting — Houtrakkerbeemden.









The next hide we saw Pied avocet, Common tern and a male Common linnet.

The Perigrine falcon was not at home today. Our last stop was spectacular. We visit a breeding
colony, about 25 pairs, of the Eurasian spoonbill. No idylic place but next to the highway and a petrol
station. But the birds and espacialy the chick were amazing!
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Eurasian spoonbill — Haarlem.



Photos & text: Pim Julsing ©2022.




