
 

Datum: 6 mei 2019 

Excursion: Dunes & surroundings 

Guide: Pim 

After a stressfull drive in the Amsterdam city centre I met Peg & Paulette at their Amsterdam hotel. 

From here we drove to Haarlem and a bit further to the dunes near Zandvoort. It was friendly 

weather and when we entered the dunes we heard the first birdspecies like Common whitethroat 

and Common chaffinch. 

 



In the canel we saw a Mute swan, Great crested grebe and some Gadwalls. The song of the Common 

nightingale was almost everywhere but this bird loves to play hide and seek. 

A Lesser whitethroat was willing to pose in top of the vegetation and also a male Stonechat was 

cooperative. 

 

Lesser whitethroat – Dunes – Zandvoort. 

 

Fallow deer – Dunes – Zandvoort. 

 



 

Fallow deer – Dunes – Zandvoort. 

 

Stonechat – Dunes – Zandvoort. 

 



 

 

A Grey heron flew over and we saw both Great and Blue tit. 

Another bird that was not shy at all was a Dunnock, very common in the dunes but also a common 

gardenbird. Great comorant flew over to their breeding colony. 

In a next canel we saw a group of Tufted duck. From a treetop we heard and saw the Willow warbler 

and Common chiffchaff. 

In the dunes their is a large population of Fallow deer, they are quite tame, we saw at least one 

hundred animals!! 

 

In a tree we saw a typical bird of the sandy dunes, it was a Wood lark! Close to it we saw another 

gorgeous bird called Common redstart. 

After about an hour we were back at the parking place and moved to another place. 

This was a bonus or just a suprise. In a large tree there sat a sleeping Tawny owl. We gave eachother 

high fives, what a stunning bird it was. 

 

 

 



 

Wood lark – Dunes – Zandvoort. 

 



 

Tawny owl – Near Haarlem. 

 

 



Our last stop was a breeding colony of Eurasian spoonbill, just outside Haarlem close to the highway 

and railwaytracks. We saw the first juveniles and some adult birds. Also Egyptian geese and Grey 

heron. 

 

Eurasian spoonbill – Haarlem.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Eurasian spoonbill – Haarlem. 



 

 

Egyptian goose – Haarlem. 



 

 



 

On this morning we managed to “catch” the following birdspecies: 

Mute swan, Greylag goose, Egyptian goose, Canada goose, Mallard, Gadwall, Tufted duck, Great 

crested grebe, Eurasian spoonbil, Grey heron, Great cormorant, Common buzzard, Common coot, 

Black headed gull,  Herring gull, Lesser black backed gull, Feral pigeon, Wood pigeon, Common 

cuckoo, Tawny owl, Great spotted woodpecker (just heard), Rose ringed parakeet, Eurasian magpie, 

Northern jackdaw, Carrion crow, European crested tit, Blue tit, Great tit, Wood lark, Barn swallow, 

Willow warbler, Common chiffchaff, Lesser whitethroat, Common whitethroat, Short toed 

treecreeper (just heard), Common starling, Common blackbird, Song thrush (just heard), Common 

nightingale (just heard), Common redstart, Stonechat, House sparrow, Dunnock & White wagtail. 


